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An Alternative Education

Thorean had it going on when be wrote Chil
Dirabeifience. By the end of your stay here,
you'll have practiced a bot of 1t we hope.
Your school and your community will thank
you.svenlually,. Thorean also spent 2 hell
of 2 lot of time In the woods practicing the
very Emersonian philosophy of self-reliance.
Fed up with the pleasaniries and other fubils
workings of soclety, he packed n op and
temed b nature o dscover the meantng of
his lfe. And =0 can you

Youre already well on your way. What are
yom Bere for If nol discovery of purposs=?
Caresr braining? Sure_ bt nobody comes to
schonl with dreams of a sulless 9.50.5 jeh.
Bettermem through education? Of course, bat
what does that even mean? Let’s be real. you
have dreams of fulfillment, meaning and self
discovery. Teachers. parents, society has told
us that for the low price $50,000 dollars a year,
yom 1n0 can be “sducatad” imio an enlightensd,
temctioning member of society:

1 nol true.

Fely solely on Northeasiern University dor
any imsiibete of bigher leamingl for your
edwcation and four {or fvel years krier. you'll
leave thoroughly uwneducated dploma o
hand. Sure, you'll have the credentials to get
a fairly devent pob_maybe Bt is that what
yom really. in your heart of hearts, desire? To
be 3 well- molded wage save? What abom 3
sense of fulfillment, direction, and real workd
intzligence? What abowt the knmwledee that
with the skills you possess, vou will never ever
hawe ba waoery abaut vour sazury? You dont
get that from formal education

I'm not saving don't get an education. Cratte
e opposte. pet more of an sdecation.
shoaldnt e aboul carcer preparedness or
resume budlding. It's aboat bulkiing yourself,
your srengtis, your skalls, your Infellizence. 5o
wheen 1l comes dwn it pow dont have fo relly
on employers of the economy or that pay ralse
you'll he praving for. Voo've 2ot pourss]

5o do 1. Educale pomrell Use Northesterns

pectacular resoorces, bt dont rely sobely
on them. Research what you find ntenssting.
Hecome an expert of your ewn accord. Explore,
chersh, and thrive in your community
Thoreau had valden Pond, b you bave the
ungle of Boaton.

Some ussful resources include:

Corvid College - 2 free lor extremaly low
cist] college founded fo promole leaming
jor thos: who love to learn. Clases are held
by professiomals and people who just know
a lot ghout 2 ceriain topec. Check em oot
Eapoicorvidool lege wikidot.com

The Luxcy Parsoas Cemder - a radical,
collecttvely-run book store and info-shop

518 Centre Street in lamaica Flain

Hi-5! - an awesome zine detathing radical and
cheap events In Baston. Frequenily lsts fres
bectures at Harvaed and MIT, film screenings,
eic. Pick wmpa copy at the Lucy Parsons Camer!

Papercul Zine Libeary - a library full of
rines? Every lopic you could ever dream of
2124 Pearl 51, Somervilie

Counlercuitural Compass - 2 moathly flper
of all the preat enderground music happening
ini Babon

Tigkt on cash? Eal free vegetarian food
through Food not Bombs Fridays 3 to 5 at
the Park Street T stop, and Sundays 3 o 5 al
Central Square

Thepes cheap bike assidance ot Bikes mwod
Bomibs: |E Bartletl Square, [amaka Plain for
thops and repairs, 284 Amory 51, amaca
Plain for the main office

Farticipale in a study ai MIT for some 2xira
cash (Got %o hitp-' imithrl sona -systems com.
defauliasp to dgn up Other studies are dome
through the Harrmaed and WU Psychology
Departments. the Harvard Business School,
and the Kennedy School of government. Local
Eospitals also recran healthy {and enkealihy)
volenbeers for research siudies. Check cul bil.
by ibostonchmacalirials for more info

And above all just explore! 1]l jet ke a few
Bours t0 walk arcund. ¥ou have no idza wia
you |l mmcorver.
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Top Classes to Take Before you Graduate

Arablc (ARAB 1101) Shakir Mustafa
Budgeting & Taxation (POLS 2335) Bruce Wallin

Eusingss, Global Poverty, and the Microfinancs Revaluion (ENTR 2213)
Dennis Shaughnessy

Critigue of Capitaiism (ECOM 3405) %1 Shahid Alam
Developmental Psycholagy (PSYC 3404) Baren Spikes
Environment and Soclely (S0CL 1246} [randel Faber
Environmental Anihropology (ANTH Z330) Mary King

Global Markets and Lacal Cultures (ANTH 2305) leffrey Juris
Health Policy and Polities (POLS T321) Michael Dukakis

Introdisction to Law, Pollcy, and Soclety (LPSEC 2301)
Edward Kammerer

Law and Literafure (LPSC 3308} Edward Kammerer
Orgamic Chemistry (CHEM Z311) Mike Pollastr)

Phllecsophical Problems of Law and Justice (PHIL 2301)
Fatricia Ilingworth

Pubilic Pallcy and Administration (POLS 3307) Michacl Dukakis
soclal Entrepreneursnip (ENTR 220€) Dennls Shaughnessy

Social Movements (SOCL 1268) 1. Matthew Judge

Soctal Pollcy, Advecacy, and Actvism (HUSV 3550) Lor Gardiner
Secial Psychology (PSYC 3402) Karen Spikes

Seciology of Violence (SOCL 1241) lack Levin

Televisian Studo Production (COMM 3650} Michelle Carr

Transnational Activism In 3 Global Civil Soclety (INTL 34E0)
Dentse Horn
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The recent warve of studem sucides related 1o
hateful rhetoric and bulling hased on sewml
orientation and gender identity are a tragk
remuinder that we, 25 cttzens, have not folfillad
our ohligation to project young people and
eraure they feel safe It 1s 2 iragic reminder
that we cam. and mest, do maore for students
of diverse sexualittes and gender sdentities;
and we need B0 siart om our OWD o Campus.
According o a MMS GLSEN Survey, maore
than B4% of nomn-siraighd youth weee verbally
harmsed, and maore than 3% were physically
harassed because of their sexual orentaiion.
Mo student on the WU campus shoebd have 8o
fiee] marginalived, in danger or alone. And as
meemnbers of the MU community, 1 s our duty
b ensure that velnerable popoltions have

safie places on campes togo.

Grren  the  Imporiance

of a safe community
space, MU stmdemts have

been campaigning for a

a few Bours a week, with no full-time staff
to mesl studenis’ nesds or direct them 1o

appropriabe resources

MUE  undergraduate  admissiors  wehone
Ists six cultural communities to reflec our
Untversity's commitment 8 diversity and 1o
drawn In applicants. AR the communiies
mentioned have a resomrce cenier on campus
and a minimum of one staff person who works
al the center. The caly exception 1 the Isling
of gy, leshian, basexual, & trans commmeny”
which kels  comparable  resomres 1o
thowe provided for the other fve diversity
Comaymades

Mortheasiern.  faces pooblems with major
disconnecs bebwezn various LGBTO-focused

commitiees and groups. Through crealing
a =GnC, a full bme

stafl person could help
maTage COmmEndcation
between those exsiing

enber | groups and support their
e e LET'S GET GENTERED: Forils: s

diverss population of aur i The =GDC wonld also
o o prpod Gendercaﬁ- Sexuality b i e
SETLAINY  an ENdET all] i:u-t_'- L
Irfversity Center { 5G] on pus Recently, there bas been

would bea place where students could gatherio
talk ahon Issmes they may not feel oomiortahle
speaking aboul in other phces on campes. It
wotld be 2 place 1o seck Information. seppart,
ard bo hold dialogues abot sensifive topics,
and wireld fnster education for Bsues that have
dowith our identsty as studenis a1 KU and our
role in our commundty. In this way, the SGDC
wotld operate ke otfer culturaliresource
cemers on amps mceding: The African-
American Institute. Hilkl Spirtiual Lifs, e
Latino/a Student Coltural Cenber, The Astan
American Center. and the Islamic Saciety.

1f a student at WU needs 2 sade space o falk
dboul a personal isue, such as coming oot
or barasment they have experienced, they
carrenily have nowher o go. The sbadent
organization MU Fride has a room In Omry
Student Center, but #1s run by a transtional
group of students due o oo-ops, stedy abroad,
ard graduaiion. Thepefore. it 15 only open

a "mass exodus of wris” of staff with diverse
wrualities and gender sdentities. Since the
wmmer, foor known queeriallied staff have
besfi UL e to feehing a lack of seppart form
the wider administration. And sadh; some
MU faculty, staff and students are afraid 1o
b “omt”™ ot Mortheasiern, becanse they believe
with vabd reason that & coold Bert ther
reputation or even their career.

This |5 unacceptable, and we need 2 center
onn campes that will work 1o improve the
climaie of WL Sbadents, staff, and Gculty who
want o express support far the creatian of a
Sexualily and Gemder Diversity Cemier can
writ2 0 moprideinioggmallcom to sign a
petiion, write a better of support, or otherwise
get Imobrad in this campatgn. Faoolty and
staff who want to support te wxuality and
gender diverse community at WU can contact
‘Campes Activities ahout joining e MU Pride
Commaies.
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Joining a Student Group:
HOUSE RULES
. Volume

I oz Make sure you check ot all sorts of groups. You can bear about different anes
by asking mew friends what they have tried. You can buddy ap and go to one meeting
with them and ask them to go o a meeting of a club that vou're interesied in with
FOUL

¥ o People are abways coming and going at Northeastern Student groups are
bazilt to accommaddate you and youar many plans. Don't get overwhelmed by the
“commitment”. Any group will be excited to have vou and your enthusiasm. [ast don't
try 1o commat bo foo many at ance, until yoa are comioetable in you role at each.

2. Setl

Trianghe=. CIEH - Friends - Clube I they have 1o be exclusere? Try to get mmvalved
reght off the bat. Dan't be inlimadated by the alder members oo Neetheastern® red
tape. Whether you go to Relay for Life. take No Limits dance cdlaszes, or step up and
take o a fall volusteer role with Peace through Play, yoa are putting youarselfin a
place to get to ko other people and start to enjoy the wniguee gualities of sach dub.

3. Order of Play

Eye-to-Eve. Ask ax many quistions az you want. Everyore will appreciate your
willingmess to get imvolved and youa will get all the infio yoa nesd

Retwrns. Try bo make it 2 priority o show up. Get on the mailing list, read the emails,
and (0! Who doeso't need a study break?

4. Offenze

Call the Shot. [t is hard b distingwish the motivated membsers. from those who aren't.
Frove that you are interested and able fo help ot and you will be golden.

5.Defenze

Mo I¥istractions. Unce you're in, 1ry o really be in. If you picked the right places to
bee, it should be fun to hang ot in this group with these people whao have the same
mnterests. Student involvement does not have to be all aboul resume bagilding,

6.End Game

o't et the thought that yoa woao't be on campus i beo semesters or the Sact that
you bizve a part-time pob get in the way of stepping ap. Once you have founsd your
favorste student groups, help them o, [f they are going to stick around, they will
need youw o comtribute vour sick skills.

Want more disorientation? httpuinudisorientation. blogspot.com

10.

> Administrators
2 Top Ten atalling Tactics

PRETEND YOU DON'T EXIST: You receive mo response. They Bil to even
acknowlsdge your demands or mesting requests.

SEND IN THE PUPPET: The decision maker refuses to meet with yoa and
they send someone in to pacify you who has no decision ma]un.s power.
It is this persons job to make you feel like the university is engaging your
concerns, while never nctuﬂ|'|. committing te a.rmlu.ng

DENY THE ALLEGATIDNS: They deny the allegations and tell you about all
the other great things they are doing to address the issue.

THE COMBITTEE WILL Ll:II:IIi INTD " They form a bureaucratic and
inrmquem]':.' meeti:ns commuittee to further research and discuss this issue.
T|'||-e-1. will often E;.'rl.': stisdents a seat on this commitiee, buf striechare it so
you |'||.1.1-'e very little power and then stack it against you

“'E'I.L SEmE AWRAY THESE KIDS- T]1.e1. threaten Yo, afthar with
academic consequences or kegal :n:l:l-:m often for some irrelevant triviality.
“ MHEE “ FI.IIII:IP[E ElIL TIH:I.' say that r]uf agres with yoal in
princi le and want 1o work rJ-u:neh with o an this issue bt that 1|1-:l.' hava
a number of questions about 'rl.]l:lt'l.'-uu are proposing. They will waork really
hard to make it lock like they are H‘vurk.lnE with you and :|.I"r|:h|.|. just Frn'nd:
them with more information and hang in there, things will mecve shead.
THE IMPOSSIELE COMTINGEMEY: They say they will implement proposed
char.g:s after such and such is FiEu.n:d. out {(such and such is n.eu:]!,'
:irnpmsi.He-] ar defer it bo Igad council bor wesks upon emnd.

LOOK AT THE UNIVERSITY"S NEW INITIATIVE! a.k_a. MAKE A BIG DEAL

DUT OF MOTHIMG: They come up with and tout their own initiative
to address the jssue, an indtiative that dearly does not address the

fundamental isswe vou are campaigning around.

DIVIDE ARD CO IEI.IEH Thu:f.I agres fo n:nl:. a F-nrlinn. -al:'f.'n-u:r demiands in
hn]:re-.: that '."nu.u.iI] sattla.

FIIII]L THE P'I.IHIJI‘:c Th:l.' E;.n: L mmﬂhlnﬁ close to what you wanf,
spin it in such a w.wlhal: it looks like whas you want to the pub]lc brut in
actuality it is missing core components.

‘Want more disorsentation? httpuinudisorientation.blogspot.com
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Situated smack dab in the meddle of campus =
Northeastern University’s nevwest and perhaps
muost beloved statue: A Man and a Cat Normed
Titz. It perplexed the studemt body upon its
initial installation in the spring of 2011 and
prompged a number of bros milling about to
scrabch their basehall capped heads and inguires,
“What the fuck, man?”

Ower time, the statoe became an endearing site for cat ladies and normal people alike.
Shll, very few have stopped 1o think about the background of the statue and what

zach an additbon might represent.

The statue is an bomage to De Robert | Shillman, a major university donor He
carnesd his Bachelor's degree in Engineering from Maortbeastern University and his
Masters in Science and FhDD from MIT. [n 1981 he invested his life savings of S86,000
nio his company Cognex Corporation. Cognex was one of the frst compamies to
apply machine vishon to commercial products, and today it is one of the leading
sappliers of machine vision and industrial 11 products worldwide, Tobe succine,
[¥r. Shillman makes bank — a whode lot of it

Along with being academically and economaically infleential, Dr. Shillman also wiclds
a certain amownt of political influence. [n May 2008, George W, Bush asked Shillman
o accompany him bo lerusalem for the celebration of the 60th anmiversary of the
State of Israel, and be was also appoented as 2 member of the Honorary Delegation
fior thee pocasion. During this trp, Shillman and Bush discossed the promotion of

the strategic US .- lsrael alliance and also collaborated with the [<rasli government an
their anti-terrarism campaign in the Middle East. Shillman, a staunch Zionist, serves
om the boards of organizations sach as The Friends of the lsrael Defenze Forces and
Thie lewish Foundation for the Righteous

Bt Iir. Shillman’s most telling donations are in the form of the substantial anoual
funding 1o the Diinvid Horowite Freedom Cemter. The Freedom Center is a conssrative
Want more disorientation? httpuinudisorientation. blogspot.com

foeandation that seeks 1o expose “the palitical
redicalization of popular culbare. because
[calture is] a battleground, bat after 311, it
is clear that freedom itself is ander assaah
from the new totalitarianism of termor ™ Cne
i of the Freedom Center's most important
battlsgrounds i academia. Their offshood
organization, Shad ents For Academic
Freedom serves to monitor a segected
histility bonemrds conzervative thowght in
the universily setting. The Freadom Center
abso publishes Helerodoxy, a newsmagazine
that zzeks bo expose “the excesses of palitical
corractness on college and aniversity

campuses across e United States.”

Dl Ffarawitz
Whiile Shillman's funds have certamly bean nsad towards growing Martheastern's

campaas, ane must wonder how he feels about the actual academic conversations

occurnng inside kis eponymous bailding. After all, this i the same man donating

At what point

will "academic
shareholders” like
Robert Shillman
demand that only
certain ideologies

are taught in their
recipient universities?

their recipsent universities? Essentially, where is the line between cat statues and

moaey bo a foundation dedicated entirely
1o altering the political tone of scademda
In our neoliberal scomomy, the unmversity
sysiem is becoming increasingly privabized.
Sche=ols are rum more like muhinational
corporations than educational instibateons,
with large university domors expecting o
Ie treated as shareholders in the university
produsct. At what point will "academic
sharehodders” like Robert 2hillman demand
that omly certain ideologies are taught in

forced consarvative ideclogy, and have we crassed ¥

5o wien a stabue ke this poes up a1 Northeastern, take a seoond fo read up on ils
background. Become mware of where the money that funds your educabion comes

from - amd what that maght mean for yourself and otbers.

‘Want more disorsentation? httpuinudisorientation.blogspot.com



~.| THE ©FFICLAL 2011 | fi ““
POLL & SURVEY RESULTS!
Feom March through May, He MU Shedents for 3 Democralic Saclety conductsd e Wikal Sucks
& MU 3811 survey at various spols around campss. A ol of 291 gudents partictpated from
acroas every school in the university, representing a litths under 2% of the 1otal undergraduats

student body. The students were asked 1o choose from a list of known 1ssues what comcermed them
ahout the school. and what theyid like to see changed. The results may shock pow Gor notl..

#1 PROBLEM: TUITION 15 TOD HIGH! | HAYE TROUBLE AFFORDING IT ~ 74%
Tustion, room, beard, and fees are set o top 851,361 a year during the upcoming s=mester.
On & list of the most expensive calleges in Amenca, this would push Nostheastern's
position wp from $Sth to 3th. [f the extra 52,000 for student health insarance is
inclhuded, it further pushes ML all the way up to dih place. A majority of KU students
will have difficaly paving this and several respondents have said the cost iss't worth it
Maonetheless, the sdmindstratbon comimues to increase baitbon while cutting scholarships.

#2 PROBLEM: STUDENTS HAVE NO MEANINGFUL YDICE ~ 65%

Twa thirds of the respondents stated that they were angry over shademts having no
meaningfial say in how the school i man or how our tustion dollars are spent. This further
demonstrates that democralizing our aniversity & an overwhelmang priority for many
students Shedents want & voice, and dislike being treated like children by this mstittion.

#3 PROBLEM: DORMS ARE TOO EXPENSIVE ~ 58%

Over-enrollment, undversity housimg, policy, and a dorm shartage have together massively
increazed the cost of on-campus housing. This forces many students 1o e off campas
wha otherwise dont want to, and makes it all the harder for any sense of comeunity ba
exist. It also angers residents of sarrounding neighbarhoods, a5 landlords increase their
rants ko cater bo the affluent student populalion, forcing ot native residents

#4 PROBLEM: INCOME DISPARITY ~ 48%

President Acean lives in an =29 million house on Beacon Hill, and has 2 salary of over
S50, 00 per year. Even while huition is rising, bis inoome continees to grow exorbatanthy.
Meanwhile, prad students, TAS, and some adjuncts are paid below the poverty line.
This forces some professors 1o leach at multiple aniversities, leaving them ever mose
exhausted and drained.

#3 PROBLEM: NO SENSE OF COMMUNITY ~ 47%

Betweeen student voicelesness, co-op, and the mamber of people forced to live off-campus,
many students fael alienated. Theres no deeper sense of community here, no sense of
heimg part of any meaninghal whole. For mamy stedents, Northeastern bas beoome a place
where they come, go io class, and keave. Most of the non-freshmen dorms are particularty
alisnating, with most shudents never mestimg. l#t alone knowing, any of their neighbors. It
has made simple loneliness a major unaddressed problem a1 ML

10 Want more disorientation? httpuinudisorientation. blogspot.com

FULL RESULTS
Tuition is teo high! 1 have troubde affording & - 74%
Students have no meaningful yoice in how our school is run or how our buition =
spent - ffifs
[Morms are too expensive - 8%
Adpancis, TAs, and cther staff earn poverty wages, while Aoun makes $900,000 3
vear - df%
Theres no sense of commumity? ~ 7%
Wt enowgh pristers around campus - 3%
They cancelled the football team! < X%
President Aoun doesn’t care abowt student concerns - 13%
iffices aren’t apen long enough - 23%
Major oifives of concern bere are tie Flosachl Aid office, Registray, RO%, Ryvder
Hall, Co-ap sdvisors, Acedemic sdvicars, OFF ofices, Howsing, Commumiry
Lervice Sudent Emplaymeny, the Bor Office, sod the Mach sod Englnsening
Departments
10 Ortbier ~ 22%
1 1. Diefenss contractors wh defranded the government on the board of tnastees -
15%
12. Thormes not good qualsty - L6%
13. Professors not accessible - 16%
14. Racism at thas undversity ~ 13%
15. HomaphobiaTransphohia at this aniversity < 11%
L6, Seaxizan ak this university = 11%
17. Dont affer desired major - 11%
rexired majors currentfy sof offersd include Nurrition, Social festice, & Masters
ia Finsace, Broadcasting. Video Pradection, Bomedics! Englnesring. Fre.oved,
Hintechrolngy
18. Unsafe campus - 11%
1% Mone of the Abowve; the schoal is perfect < 1%

SOME STUDENT COMMENTS FROM THE POLL
“Uine of my required courses for graduation has nod been offered for the past thres
yeass”

“In spite of the tustion being this high, Mve yet 1o be impressed with the quality of
education at this schiool.”

“Cirad students are paid below the poverty line. And the university &= not allowing us
b0 umiomizne”

“President Aoun and the admimistration manipulate the Facualty Senate”

“There = a significant lack of fanding for the School of Architecture. The ceiling =
falling down, we have no plotters [basic architecture tool], and the facilities suck”™

OECCH: Gailty unia proven inoocent!!™

b

= L

LR
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DON'T TAKE THE T-SHIRT!

BANKS, CREDIT UNIONS, AND YOU

Every year, at the fall Activibes Fair,
Bank of America sets up a table. TheyTl
kave pretly decorations. good looking
signs, andl more free stuff than all the
cther tables combined -- refrigeratar
rzgnets, fMashliphts, key chans, t-ghirts,
you name it. They'll urge vou to open a
bank account. and congralulate you oo
your “fimancial respomsibility” when yoa
do And with the free gifls, what could
paossibly be the problem? Everyone needs
a bank acoour, right?

What Bank of America doesot tell yoa
i= that you're more likely 1o get diverced
than change your bank — and they know
that. They krnw that if they can recruit
young new members, those members wll
likely stay meliahle customers, o matler
b mnuch they get screwed over.

Aonad Bank of Amenica wall screw you over,
even if you don't realize il yet..

The thing to remember aboust Bank of
Amenica [and Countrywide, Soversign
Bank, and the rest) is that they are for
pradit. Ther main goal is bo maks money
Theey dom't came about you, they doo't care
abmat yoarr family. and they meost cerlain
dant care ahoat what's best for your
financial security. Bank of America sees
youL as an objecl. who can be easly turmed
inio 2 profilable st And the other for-
pradit banks aren't any different

Consider thix Bank of Amena,
Countrywide, Citigroup, Wells Fargn,
and 1P Morgan Chase are all currently
facing class-action sails for modem-
day redlining, having stzered Blacks and
Latinos fowands predatory loans {even

12

when they qualified for decent boans), and
charging minorities higher interest rales
than Whites. ¥Wou would think theyid be
ashamed, bul they arent. And as of yet,
oo bank bas apologized Bemember, &
far-prafit bank is mot an the business of
morzlity. Its in the business of making
iy, o malter koo great the pain they
caer. And raciem is profitable.

Credid Unsons, {or CU%) on the other
band, are diferent. CUs are mon-profit,
member run fAnancid | organizations
Their madn mstitutional goal is bo provide
the best kevel of service possible. not to
mzsimze shareholdar profit. In factcredit
unions doo't evem hawe shareholders
Rather than being owned by companies
om Wall Streed, credil unioms are owned
and gowerned by their own members
And in contrast o banks, where you
tvpically have no control over how the
bank is run, credit unions asually have &
leadership elected by thear members, and
are sometimes even run by a volunbeer
beoard. And you cam almast always get all
the same fimamcial services you could get
a1 2 regular bank: credit cards, dehit cards,
mirtgages, autn loans, shadent loans, and
certificales of deposil.

Thee faact that Credil Unions are mon-prafit,
tramslates into several tangible benefits for
its mernbers. bMost motably, kower interest
rales on boams, and higher interest rates on
savings. While a credil cand boan from a
prodit-seeking bank might have imterest
rates in the JL30% range, credil cards
from 2 credit undon have & national interest
rale cap of 18%, set by the Nalvonal Credit
Unzon Association [MCUAL Meamwhile,
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Ranks in the end only care ahont rich azsholes (that is e sy, feemsehes)

an Ociober 2009 study from the Pew
Charitable Trust revealad that credit cards
from the 12 largest credit unions nation
wide had interest rates 20% lower than
cards from the 11 largest banks. And
every mingle one of those dozen For-profit
banks were feund im vielaban of the mew
credit cand reform laws recenthy prssed

Well [vou maght be thanking), that's al
well and good for those whe wan! credit
cards. But what if [ dont wanl a credit
card? Why shouldn't [ poin a magor bank
if it's so convenbent?

e word: Fees

Believe 1t or not, banks dont actually
make most of their money off interest or
loams; that merely covers operating costs,
Far for-proimt banks, their largest single
source of profit is 2 massive number of
user fees, most of which sumply do not
exist in necn- profit credil unions.

Consder that Bank of Amenca acoount
again. & recent look at Rank of America
websile revealed ab beast 33 diferent
types of fees in Massachusetts, with often

‘Wanit more disorientation? httpoinudisorientationblogspot.com

multiple fees in each categoey. If you
sat up that acoount, realize that Bank of
Aumerica will charge you between six and
fiftezen dallars a menth if vour account
balance ever falls below 750, another five
dollars a month if your savings dips below
£330, =595 if vou set up direct deposit
and don't use it, three dollars every fime
youz fransfer mosey from cne share of
youar acceaant to anocther. and another two
dollars every me you use a non-Bank of
America AT, even if you don't withdraw
mueey. O topal that. you might also have
to deal with “Excess Withdrawal Fees”
charging another three bucks for every
withdrawal or iransfer if you make moge
than three per month. And of course there
are the charges for mew boxes of chiecks ar
replacement cards.

Al my credn umion 1 only pay a 830 fee
if [ overdraw my acoound, and overdraft
protection is dree. 1 pay 512 once every
two vears for a new hox of checks, and
whalever fee am ATM owner charges
That's it! On top of that, cwer 4,300 credit
unions matinonide are connecled to the
Credit Unbon Service Network, where you

COMNTES T
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EREDIT LVONS CONT D

can walk into any shared branch and make deposits or withdrowals from vour account,
even af you're not 2 membeer of that shared branch directly.

Above and beyond all of this. one thing yea will find in 2 credit unsan that you wont
find in a regalar bank is stabidity. While thousands of banks collapsed or went out
of business afier the 208 Foonomic Crash, only two credit unions nationwide went
under. Credit unsons have been an asland of stezdiness in the financial wod, and (with
thome twao exceptions) did mot gamble therr members money in the stock market. A=
acredit umion member, vouid be able to expect that same level of confidence. And the
same way bank deposils are imsured by the FIMC, credit union depesits are icsured by
the KCUA

The ondy drawback o many credit wnions is that their membership 1ends 1o be
resiricbed 1o certaan workplaces or residential areas. Bt as Mortheastern students and
Boston residents, there are actually three local credst unions you can poin. And the best
thing = you can be members as long a you wanlk, even after you finish scheool or maove.

o

[ College Student Insurance

lu=t hougghit & new compuber or smart phane? Waorried you'll drop it and have
e pay for expensive repairs? You're nol abone. Aocidents ane 3 mare bl possibly
expensme occwrrence. And considering bow most warranties (including Apple

Care] don't cover acoudental or screen damage, students should koow that there is
a redatively Jower cost insurance option out there

College Student Insurance (or 51 is 2 oompamny that provides persanal property
insarange for students, and only for students, at 2 pumber of schools scrss the
couantry. Flans that covers up o 52,000 wll typically cost students §70-80 {a hit
lesz than thie cost of Apple Care). and covers all bvpes of accidental damage ~
something Apple Care doesn't do. All ooe has bo do after an acodent occurs is
sendl ima copy of the repair bill and proof of ownership, and C51 (like mast other
types of mnsurance] will send youa a check for the replacement cost minus your
deductible.

Students in the past have used this insurance policy in the past to replace ibems
lost accidentally, and to buy replacements for defectnre parts. [t quite possible
that students prone ko breaking things maght end up getiing maore out of this
insarance commpany i b2nefils than they pay them in premiums. Soif you're tired
of walking around with a cracked smart phone, C30 maght be spmething worth
k-:umid.n:rin.; Check them eant a1 hitp:!fweww. coll egestedentinsurance com.
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CREDIT UNIONS AROUND NORTHEASTERN

Medical Area Federal Credit
Unlon (MAFCU)

Locatinns: 221 Longwond Ave, T mm walk
from Longwood stop om (Green Line. Other
locations in Rrookling and Dornchester

Wehsite: higp:rww. maltucrediiunion cag!

Membership Requiremends: Siudenis can
hecome members by goang fo the online
application, syying trey're studenis at N
BIAFCL will make a donation on yoer behalf
b the (Greater Boston Sackle Cell Asociation,
te qualify yom under an affiliate greup
Services Offered- Checking, swings, checks,
debit cards, credit cands, morigages, [RAS,
CIs, and Personal, Auln, Boat, Student, and
Home Bgaaty Loans, MRAS, and vanous
services for besinesses

Pro's: O the CU) Servace Mebwork, walking
distamce from KU

Caa's: Mome

How o Ioin: Follow beks ai MAFCLU websile
b nnline appllcation
Minkmum Deposil: $25

USAlllance

Lacatinns: 1 %60 hasschimetts Avemse, 5
mun wadk froen Forler stop on Red Line
(rher locations in Mew York, Mew [ersey, and
Eastern Massachusetis

Weehsibe: hitps.itwunrusalliance= org
Membership Requirements: BMembers mus
Itve, work, or worship in Barsiable, Essem,
Middbesy, Nordolk, Plymoeth, Seffolk,

or Worcester Counties m Masschus=is
Morthemstarn students anlomatucally qebdy
(MU & in Suffelk County, MA)

Services Offered: Checking, swings, checks,
debit cards, credit cards, montgages, [RAS,
tresis, HEA, MBS, T, varies serioes
fior businesses, and Personal, Asto, Boal, RY,
and Home Equily Loazs

Pra's: On the CU S2rvace Mebwork, large
number of branches, largest amount af
services avallable

Con's: Closest bramch 15 a bit far avy

Huow o Join: Online applicalion, o can
doumnlaad feems and mail them in

Minkmum Deposil: 420

Northeastern University Federal Credit Unlon (NUFCU)

Location: 129 Cullinane Hall

Website: bttp.fwww nuicw new edufindex him
Membership Requirements: Open to all Mortheastern students, stafd, and faculty
Services (Miered: Ofer’s checking, savings. checks, debit cards, TRAS, CI¥s, and

Persomal Aulo, and Home Equity Loans
Profs: Oin-campus location

Com's: Doesn't offer credit cards, and not on the CU Service Metwork
Haow 8o boim: Visit 5 UFCU i person. or download and mail in forms from the

websie
Mindmum Deposit: 211

Wanit more disorientation? kttprinudisarientation.blagspot.com
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QUESTIONS FOR THE PRESIDENT

Meet [oseph Aouan, the current pressdent
of MU You might see bim walking around
campazs from time fo time, And since he
always 1alks about how mach he loves
mnleracting with the students, here are
some questions about the man that would
make fior greal conversation slarters.

Why do you earm §912.983 a vear, while
TAS, some adjuncts, janitors, cafeteria
workers, and seoarity guards earm
poverty wages?

Why are youa living in a §9 million mansion on Beacon Hill while tuition goes up
and stadent bomelessness remains a problem?

Why has your incomee gone up by more than $300,000 since you first took office?

Why has the school debt exploded o 5815 mallicn during your tenure?

Why do you continwe o take vour salary when the school i 5815 millbon in defta?

Why do you continwe o expand KLU into surrcanding neighborhoods, despite
communty oppasition?

Why have alumni demations continuad o stagnate during youar tenurs?

Why have dorm costs not gane down, despite the increase in the number of dorms?

o Aceoeding bo page 15 of NU's 2008-2009 tax documents, former NU President
Eichard Fresland is still sarning 229690 anmaally for 10 howrs of work: per wesk.
That comes out 1o an hourly wage of 847852 Why does he deserve that much
meaney Sor so little work?

A& janior that earns $400 2 week after taxes earns abowt 510000 an hour, Your
hoarly income comes out to 547532, over 47 times as muach. Why is an bour of
vour time worth 47 timies that of a janitor?

Wil vou be walling to 12l 2 anitor bo their Bce that your bime iz 47 times mors
valbmable than theirs?

Why have yom refused to give a straighd answer bo any of these questions?
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Ripoff 10

Every semester, thousands of students
resign themselves 1o being gouged by the
bookstore. Texthooks cost students an
average of 9K a vear, nok a small expense
in an era of rEsing taitkon, growing debe,
ard decliming finamcial asd. But mamy
students reszzn themsehves to high prices,
wondering what can one student do
agaimst an entire ndusiny?

The time has come to break through that
powerlessness.  Studemis  should mever
be forced 1o choose between academic
saccess  and  financial  security.  But
thankiully, if one can understand why
texthook prices are so bigh to begin with,
omne can discover how bo fix this sibuation,
and fimally end this scam

Texttenok prices are bigh due to thres main
parties: Texthook publishers, the bookshore,
and the university administration. Nether
of these thres cares aboul siwdent financial
worries; therr mierests lie elsewhere.

FPublishers publish textbooks for the
money. They want profi, and as fextbook
publishing has consolidated, this trend
hiax omly increased. Five major companies
control mest of the market with litle
oulside  competition. But evem with
oligopoly, publshers know they wont
make a profit off a textbook for very long,
zince afler past one semester, wsed books
and omlime editions start cutting into their
market share.

The end result, according 1o the reseanch
groap SPIRG, is that publishers do three
main fhings o mcrease their profit
marging They intreduce new editions
very frequently (once every 3.8 years on
average], they bundle baooks with certain

Want more disorsentation? httpuinudisorientation.blogspot.com

« The Causes of & Solutions
« t0 Overpriced Books

add-ons and increase the price, and they
charge American shadents on average a
fifth muore for the exact same texts sold
OVErseds.

ankstares could fighi the publishers on
a lot of these practices buat most dont
since they're in i for the money as well.
Book chains like Barnes & Noble, which
wur college bookstore stiore is a franchise
aof, take already expensive books and add
a significant markup. Additionally, nog
anly does our bookstore bundle books
an itz own, bl (according 1o 2 2009
inberview with the hookstore manager)
it also has special agreements with majar
publishers do 2]l predomimantly ther
hooks, thus cutting out smaller and
cheaper companies. Thus, big publishing
and big retail collude 1o pash prices up.
Bast the waorst bookstore abuses come
fromm their manipulation of used boak
sales, Acconding bo am anonyImous source
in the bookstare, our booksiore keeps. but
does not sell some of the used books it
fuys back, despite unmet demand. Their
reasoning: the fact that they gel more
profit off a new book than a used one .
O top of this, our bookstore artificially
makes books and classpacs difficalt if not
impossible to returm, and doesn’l even
allow studemits to buy or sell older and
cheaper editions, even if theyrs almost
identical to new ones.

Beokstares  have  remained  willfully
ignomank of ik concrete harm they cause
students, with the Matiomal Association
af College Stores pathetically focusing
an changmg the “perception of price;
rather than actual costs. To thenw, student
finamcial worries are simply cases of
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mncorrect thinking. It has not occurned
tn them that overpriced books can be 2
razgar financial barden.

(ne would think that the Mortheastern
admimistration do  something  about
this, but we the studenis dont controd
cur admainastration. Our admemistration
= run by people more concerned with
university image than students’ Anances
Thus, they typically fail to puat in place
any policies that could be construed
as “anb-business” Al some colleges
the admimistration goes even frther
oolluding with the bookstore to take a
portinm of the profits for scholarships
tn returm for eninimal oversight And
piven the lack of transparency from
our current admanisiration, we canmot
conchmively stale that such collusion
=n't happening hiere.

Thus, shadenis are trapped in a very
prafitabde web, helping Barnes and Moble
bring in owver $1.58 bilion in profits in
208 alome, according 1o the SEC. And
thiz is profit, cur momey above and
beyvand the cost of Bbor and raw materals
that goes straight o executive pay and
sharcholder dividends. Meanwhile, book
prices will keep rising - at four times the
rale af inflabon and growing.

But thankfully, there are thangs that can
bee cdonee. Students can begin by boyontting
the MU beoksiore, and baving their
texthinoks mare chegply onfine. A great
websile called Deal Oz (wwwdealox
com} i guile usehal for this, as # searches
Amaxon, Ehay, Alibris. and numerows
cther sellers simultaneously.

Meamwhile, stodents at Mortheastern can
demand that the our booksiore put people
ahead of prodits, by doang the following:

« Make all classpacs refandahle
+ End in-stere bundling

« End the hoarding of used hoaks

o Allonw the hovback and repurchase of
cheaper older editions

» Disclose any agreements between it
and the university adminisiration

» Dizchose any agreements between it
and publishing com panies, incluwding
information soarces, eriginal prices,
muar kup, and profits margins

« Provide cheaper, lovrer frills copées of
heoks as an alermative to traditiomal
Ltexthanks

« Somrce from cheaper alternate
puahlishers, and

« Expamnd the use of printable e-baoks
Lltimately. there isa fundamental conflict
af interest here between the demands
of the students and the demands of the
Barnes and Moble shareholders. They
want profi, we wanl cheap beoks. This
conflict of inlerest can be eliminated
by following in the fooisteps of other
universilies, ard larning our booksiore
mba a shedent-run cooperative. Students

helpang shadents

In the mneamwhle, several organizations will
b working oo the textbook problem over
the upcoming mantbe Refore the end of
this schiol year, the WIS hopes to open
a shacdent textbonk exchange, and also create
a manuad for profesors on what they can
da 1o boweer textbook costs. Meamwhale, we
{the MUSDE and cther groups) also intend
0 create 3 campus-wids @l of purchasing
guidelines, speliing oul how cheaper books
will be made available for fubure generations
of shudemts. We hope that such pundelines
will be voted on by the student body inoa
university-wide referendiam.

Until then, we urge you to join owr
campaign. and help make the desare far
cheaper hoaks a reality!!
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The NU We Care Program

EMERGENCY RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS

Imiagine You've just gotien that great mat-of-state co-op you've been dreaming about.
You've made all the plans, and saved ap the money. You mewve out of your derm, start
driving into the sunset. _amd then get into a colossal car crash in the middle of the
mberstabe. The EMT tell vou you'll be alnght. bt you mind races Wit wild I do?
Wiere will I po? And fow o Earth can ! pay for all of i

br picture thas: Youw're at school, stroggling to pay your balls as is. Then vour parenis
give a call mmformang vou that they are in foreclosure. Suddenly the college fund

disappears, your bill for next semester’s housing = coming due, and youa realizz vou
can'l pay iL. You start wondening bo youarself ~ Wil § have to sleep in the iibrary?

Like 1t or not, we might find owrselves in the midst of an emergency And for students
{especially independent students) with imaled means, these emergencies might very
well make a student fall through cracks. And unforiunately, student homedess does
exist - thiere are shudenits far whaom the library is their home.

16 youa ficd yoursell in am emergency that sericushy propardizes your well being, there
are some little-known resources available al this school, the foremast amongst them
beeimg the We Care program. run oul of the Student Affairs Office in L0 EN Hall.
The program comsisks of an integraled staff from departments acposs the schoal,
inchuding finanoal aid, housing, sparitual bife, and the health center. For students in
dire financial straighss, they have been known to offer free meal passes to the dining
hall emergency advances on student loans, housing for sludenls in need. and condact
with students in the hospital The exact services offered. of course, vary depending on
the case.

It = a sad fact that in todays rough economic times. real emergencies do occur, and
should know that there are resources available. And while the We Care program
mighi not help everyone, if a inse emergency happens to you, come an down to 104
EIL You maght be very glad that vou did.
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Stetdents &

'?7:'.-_1 Food Juwustice Mﬂ-’e;ﬂehf

As college stadents in 2 city: bypically withowt
kiichens and backyards, we can be hmited
b dning halls, takeow! restauramis, and
onvenienegrocery stores for oo food
These Imilatiors: prevent us from directly
choosing where the food we eat comes from,
hne it & grown and what effects # may
have on oor socety and environment. Qur
supermarkets are merflowing wih com-
dominant procesed foods, facery Grmed
meat, and chemically tainied prodece. The
mafority of these fonds also travel thousandsof
mules o reach our plabes. The current skage of
our food sysem negatively impacts our bealth,
opur emvironmeni, and our commendties in
ways that must empower s to il for food
justice. Hepe are some helpfial definitions for
thwose of s new 1o these oomoepis:

WHAT 15 FDOD FIRSTICET

Food sscurmty  provides sfe,  coltorally
accepiable, and metriticnally sdeqmte foods
terough sustainable means for 2l cesidents
of a community, Food justice work goes
beyond food scurty by questioning why
food Insecority cmmently exsis, examining
tha sociad and sconomic inequalities ot & As
thts honest quote from lan Marvy, co-direcior
of Added value n Brooklyn puts it “Food
justice nvodves local people from seed o sale.
I sducates. organizes and mobdizes new soctal
refations around food. 1t iouches hamds, Bearts
and pockets”

WHAT ARE THE OESTACLES TD

FOOD JUSTICE?

GMIOE

Genetically modified organisms (GO are
whast they sound like: antaficial seeds produced
In & bboratory. These sewds are made with
high tolerances to pests and chemicals 1o
allowr larpe indestrial farms: bs manimize their
wop production, while ming beavy doses of
chemical fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides.

(EM% encourage Inlensive faming practices
and monoculiures (growing only one kind
of focd, such as cornl, bath of which invelve
toxic chemical use. Ghi0s abo put natural,
or argant:, cmps o rsk of contamination.
GEMOs are widely med In staple oops lke
sopheans, com, and rice, and i poocessed
form are almest o everpthing offersd W
today’s supermarkets. Ghven: ot they threaten
our food’s biodiversite ecological stabiity, and
public health, they should be better regulated
by the Food and Dirgg Adminisiration (FIAS
and Emvironmental Prolection Agency (EPAI,
Bt ey currenthy aren’t.

ABNDDCTOPE

A monocrop {another word for monoouliure)
is the planiing caly one type of crop in one
wea  GMOx have ploved 3 major role W
mocuraging massiee monocoliure oo the
currenl agricolbare sysiem, an example of
which 1s much of the coen carrently grown
lowa Use of GMOs, chemical fertilrers and
pesticides, have alkewed mest of kowa 1o grow
enirmoe amounts of corn, but trenicaly, this
corn bcks real nuiritional value, The practices
used for B corn peodection also camses sl
crosion, water pollution in mear and distant
wabar sources, and the Increase in oar comntry's
dependence oo corn-beaed food products.
Thezs monocuhures hinder opporbendtiss for
sustainable, arganic food systems while also
facilifaling cur dependence on cheap foods
prosfuced by cheap and explotiative labor. In
addition, they increase the risk of 2 modern-
LOCAL FARMERS MARKETS!

NU - Wednesdays

Copley - Tuesday, Fridays
Prudential - Thursdays

Brookline - Thursdays

Somerville - winters on Saturdays
wiwnw massfarmersmarkats org
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day Irish Polate Famine. For momocrops (by

designl do not typlcally reproduce seaally,
making mest crops genetic clones of one
another, and meaming 2 wvirolent-enoogh
disezse cam wipe oul an enbire MomoCoTOp
species. The modern, uhigetous Cavendish
Banana lancther monccrop) is already facng
el

CAFOs

Otherwie known as a fxciory farm. In a
Concentrated  Animal Feeding  Operation
(CAFO], animals are crammed by the
thousands or tens of thomamds, unable o
breathe fresh air, sse the light of day, walk
outside, peck a1 a plants or insacts, sworabch the
earth, or 2t a blade of grass. The confined
environmenst makes the antmals more prone io
disezsne and encourages the use of anibiotics
for the bvesiock. Thes: large operations
prodece huge amounis of waste, environmental
degradation, and abusive. unhealtiy Bves for
the animals.

Food Miles

Sinice most food 15 grown i highly
concentraied aress--corn in Jowa, fruils in
Caltfornia oranges in Florida--there are many
mdles aitached 1o the foods 1kat end o on cur
plate. Food miles Gctor in the oll consumed
for the production, packaging, processing
and tramsportation of the particular food B
15 zasier o caloolate the food miles of whale
fonds, such & Chiean grapes transporied

RESTAURANTS, CAFES, STORES!
Sorme recomimendsd restaurants & wiones

that provide a vasiety of deliciouws, heakhy,
& reu fioods (o GMOs):

Clover - doverfoodiabhonm

Veggie Flanet - veggleplanet net

Bgoad - bgood com

Thee Dthverssde Cafe - theotherddecats . com
Haley House - Faleyhone ong

l:rt:rH.-ud & Supply - ciryfeecandsupply.

Ihnu.'tl:n-q: - hanvestooop.com

Chear Conscious Cafe - clcafe net
Espressa Royale Cafe - espressoroyale com
Lineage - [ineageres urant oom

by stap from Chile o Caltifornta and then by
treck o Des Adolnes, produces 7,270 miles of
travel. To cakeulate procesed foods & a whole
other challenge. The oll corsumpiion needsd
for food production is direcily rebnied 1o
enwironmental concerns of climate change.
you are nod growing and eating the food within
your stxe, vour community, your kome, ar
even right in vour dorm room, then your food
consumption 15 craating a much bgger carban
footprint than poa may reallze. Try bo caloulate
your food miles by ing formulas foend here:
www leopold.astate.edarpubsista i filess
fendmiles_030E05 pdf

HOW ARE THESE FODD ISSUES
RELEWANT T COLLECE STIADENTS?T

Our  current  indetrialired global  food
sysiem depends on the above concepts that
are deteriorating owr environoment, society,
and health A5 college students, we have the
power b vobe with our fork and band together
te creale real change in thi disiorted food
srdrm

We an conbnue bo demand more local,
organic. fresh, and healthy foods mour dining
halls. Mortbeastern bas taken some admirahle
sirides in this department, but can abways do
mare. This past summer International Village
introduced a display of potied plants that are
growing bomaboss, peppeers, and herbs that will
hopefully he mcbaded in our dining hall meads.
Altkough this & an exciiing start, we nesd 1o
our untversity bo be more innovattve
and efficient with these new iniiatives. Wy
don’t we wtilize the mcredible vertical space
on e windows? Why not develop an on-
campes farden space on our  constantly
greewing campus® Why dont we create more
refationships with bocal and urban farms? Or
mayhe even have more students invelved in
grovwing fiood?
For more mformatton on how oo can
greew vour own food, check om the WU
IMsorientation Gude websie, at:

it/ nudisoeientation blogspod com
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Social enlerpreses are on the rise
ghobally and locally. What is 2 social
enmlerprizs, vou a=k? (ood question!
& zocial enterpriseis when a business
sets oul 1o make a wider impact on
society, not jast make a profit. While
a typical business s2eks ko maximize
returms for its owners/shareholders,
social enterprises are there to make
2 positive difference in socety. And
while theyre typically run with jast
emough profi 1o sestain themsslves,
profit doss not overtake its other,
meare important goals.

Take Haley House for instance.
UOperating as a soup kitchen and a
bakery café with Live-in affordahle
hoaasing for community memhers,
Haley House & one inmovative
place. The soup kitchen and live.
in community are located in the
South End, while the Haley Howse
Bakery Café is im Dudlsy Square,
right donen Melnea Cass Boulevard
The soup kitchen provides home.
coaked meals to hangry individuals,
with a daily menu planned by the
live-in cammunity members as well
25 neighbeors, local college shadents,
and soup kibchen guests. After-meal
dialogae is encouraged, as well as
communal clean-ap. Al the Bakery

Café, you can find affordable,
heahbhy, and locally sourced fond
iterms, rmanging from  breakfast

burrilce and grits to sandwiches,
soups, salads, and haked goods (Try
the giant chocolate chip cookies!]
The best part is that Haley Howse
is 2 non-profit, so 2l money raised
through the Bakery Café and
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olher programs goes rght back 1o
fmancially sustaining the services

Haley Hiowes offers. Haley Howse
provides on-the.job  taining  for
those seeking to hecome financally
independent,  including  those
recovering from  homelessness or
recendly released from fail They also
provide cooking casses to voung
people, showoasing the power of
cooking from scratch and making
healthy lxe-style deceions. All in all
Haley Homse is a wery poneerfial
force in building
communities  and
connactions across
barriers, all
while merving a
delichous array
of fopd

Then there is
1 ater, a unique
calering  social
enderprise  based
right in the South
Emd. Menu items are
fresh, mduding handcrafted
samdwichies, fruit platters, and frashly
baked goods. Besides great quality
focd and prices, iCater has a zocal
mizsion as well. All of its proceeds
go towards food service lraiming
programs at the Pime Street Inn,
located on Harrisom Awenue in the
South End. The Pine Street Inn offers
permanent  supportive  housing,
job  fraining, emergency shelter
amd street oulreach to ower 1300
homeless men and women every day.
The food szrvice training program
specifically warks with homeless
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men and women bo give them work-lofe
skills to help them move towards =sif-
safficient lives

Equml Exchange is another food-related
zocial emderprise with a undque twist. 1t
B a cooperative, meaning workers are
alse owmers and key decision-makers,
voting on bow the company hanctions at
its Wt RBridgewater headguarters. Equal
Exchange sells coffes, tea, and
chooolate, as well 2z cocoa,
zagar, almonds, bananas,
and olive ol Another
predl  aspect  of
Egqual  Exchange
is that they soarce

democratic  worker
Cco-Operatives
around  the woeld,
working directhy
with coffee, cocoa
and banama farmers. By
working with democratic
worker co-ops, Egaal Exchange

fuels the power of farmers joaning
together b share resources, mach as
farming equipment. They alse pay a fair
price for the products they purchase, as
well as indirectly nurture a better quality of
life in the communibes they source from
Asan added honus, 21l of Equal Exchangss
products are delicious, especially ther
coffee, tea, and chocolate. Lol siores
smach 2 Shaws on Humtingion Avesmue
and both City Feed and Supply stores in
lamaica Plain sell Equal Exchange coffes,
and you an often find them present
at local farmer’s markets as well. They
operale a cafe in the Neeth End near the

By working with
democratic worker
co-ops, Equal Exchange
fuels the power of
farmers joining together
to share resources, such
as farming equipment.
TI¥ Bank Morth (arden, too!

Business isnt always a bad thing,
especially when enterprises recognize that
their mission i a social one. And 2 new
legal chssification, the *B Corporation;”
s belping with that, Centified B
Corporations have wnitlen mio their by
laws that zocial and emvirormental impact
are main priorities, ot past macimizing
prafit for owners. All “stakebaolders”
inchuding the employess, consamers,
commuanity, and emvironment, are taken
mio accoant. Alse, to become a "B
Corporation” a business must pass a set
of social and environmental benchmarks
and keep manitoring their progress. This
sonrecard can be seen by all online at the
B Corporations’ website, hoorporation.
ned, offering utmast transparency bo their
certificabion meethod. There are currently
43% Certified B Corporations in the US,
with 13 located in Massackmsetts. The
fair-trade fashion company Autonomis
Project is one based in Boston, offering
styvlish clothing, footwear, and accessories
that are sweatshop-fres, use no animal
products and localh-zourced malerials,
when posshle You can find  ther
products a1 Creemneard and Sado Shoes

CominmEs =
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Conscientious Social Enterprises in the Boston Area (cont'd)

itn Carnbridge, ax well 2= for sale onling at
their wehsite, aulonomisproject com.

How you can help:

Delicious Habey House coakies. baked by
rnembaers af the Transitional Emplovment
Programs, are for sale on campus mn On
The (20, located on the lower level of the
Curry Stedent Center. The Mortheastern
student group Mortheastern Studenis far
Giving {M540G] started this as a result of
the Strategic Philanthropy and Monprofit
Management, where students go through
needs assessments and gramt proposals,
and everhmlly fund local programs.

IF yourr student group is locking to have
an event catered, make sure to give iCaler
a call at 617-BR2.7775 Supporiing locad
social enberprises is 2 great way to engage
with the greater Boston community.

Want to go for coffes and branch out from
the Dunkin' Donuts that scoupy every
corner? Take a trip to the Equal Exchange
Café, a coffechouse amd sbarefromt far
Equal Exchange products, located oo
Camseway Street right next an the Maorth
Enad next to the TD Bank Morth Garden.

Buy fashicnable footwear and clothing
from Aulonomie Frogect, with two siores
in Cambridge selling thear wares! You
may even calch them manming a booth at
a Jocal festival

Mortheasiern offers 2 “Social
Entreprensurship” maor i the
College of Fusiness, as well as an
mterdisciplinary minor in "Global Social
Entrepreneurship” In the excting class

aYED

Social Entreprensurship, you can learn
ke Biusimess can be a helpdul tool in
making & social impact worldwide.

Contact information:
Haley House:
kaleyhmase. org

12 Daede Street, Dudley Sguare, Roxbury
15 minste walk from Buggles siation
Equal Exchange Café-

equalexchange coop

2126 Causeway Street

Closest T stop: Naorth Station an the
Grreen and Orange lines

Autonomie Propect:
mulenmmieproject .com

Locmd Retail:

Greenward:

1764 Massachusetis Ave Cambridge
Closest T stop: Forter Sguare an the Red
lime

Smido Shoes-

1771 Massachuzetis Ave Cambridge

Closest T stop: Forter Sguare an the
Red Line
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Want to go for a bike ride?

Mo matier f you're new bo Bodon or pou have
been here & while, you have probably netsced
peeple cruising areund on hicydes.  For sere,
riding bikes in the ity is quite popular and
mere importantdy, 2 fun way 1o get around

5o whymot by ®oul ..

Where ta el a bike?

I recommrend Beading over 1o Bikes Not
Bombs (BMBI in imaica Flain. A1 the shop,
knowledgeatle siafl can Belp you find a biks
thai perfecily fits your needs! They have a
laspe selection of refurbeshed moad bikes that
yoez can ride nght out of the shop. They have
bikzs with gears. alng wilk single-speeds,
and you can pack up a helmet. 2 Jock, a bell,
and anythang dse yowd need o get staried
Orverall 2 preat place for baginning Rostoosan
bicyclsts. The shop 15 a8 18 Barllelt =g,
Tamaica Flaam

If you know a thing or two (or morel abow
bikzs, you can protably get a bke on Craigslis
fior liess money. Houreser, 1 2 bike om Crajgslist
15 cheaper than that the same mode] BNB, |
will probably meed some loven) either m the
form of repairs or replaced parts. This may
be less expznsve than baying a new or even
referhidhed bike bub you need to have the
knmy-how and access bo toals

If povz bury a bike that neads work, head oreer
b BMH where pou n fmd 2 good sdection
of nszd parts. Additsenally, BNB offers “Toaol
Time every otber Thursday from 7:30.9:800
prn, al 264 Amory 51 m famaica Plain, open o
all BA members. You can make & beaten-up
bikz betier = no time

BNE isa prest coganization! They are 2 mon-
profit that runs programs for youth in the
Bodon ared, intermational developmesd, as
well a3 adulkt edecation

Sarting o ride in the cify

Hoppingenabikeand riding down Hunlingion
153 dauniing task. It & hast 1o =tarf oot rding
on hlke paths. The Soathwest Corridaor is a
great path that runs rght past Mortheastern,
you aclually cross 1E every ime poe walk inio
Internalional Village. [f you head downioum,
tie path will take you tkeough the South End,
bui of yom o im the other derection 1F will
take you fo lamasca Plan. Thes part of the
path i= generally calm and a great place 1o get

comioriable ridmg a bike.

Once poa f2el comforiable oy gefling o
on a road with bike lanes. Paris of Mas Ave
ard Colembus right near owr campus have
bike lanes. Cenire 5 in [P has bike lames and
thae drivers are generally friendly  For a great
afternoom adwenture, 1ry kg the Sowhwes
Corrider inbe Jamaica Plain and biking down
Centre 5. There aze all kinds of greal shops
aned restaurants.  [m ne ime at all vou will
fimd yourssK riding confidenty (and carefullyl
amywhers you wand bo po.

Nalely

Wear 2 helmet. 1 is practically the coal thing
b i, When riding at maght, it 15 requinsd by
law b have & red light on the back and a whae
light on the frenl. 1f you want fo ride your
hike more than once, bock ® up with 2 quality
Ulock; dont wade your meney on cahle
lncks You can find these, along with lighis and
helmets at amy bike shop. #inppy Ridng
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A Meghborhesd feader speaks out aont Mertheastern Universilys proposed phan io
prarcheare part of the YMCAx property, demoiish the brddding, amd conract witk Flioesix
Froperty, & private dorm managemest company, o baild amd openate a new WL deran,

A growing number of citizens are actively opposing Northeastern's plans to demolish
the YMCAS bondmark gymnasium. Meighbors, communaty aciivists, and Mortheastern
students hiave joined together to force the school 1o live up bo fs prior promases of
discombinuing umwarranied community expansion.

Mortheastern studerds may nod readize thiz but when a unmversity expands nto &
neighborhood, large amounts of housing and other property are taken off the market,
resulting im increased local hoesing costs. In additbon, the character and quality of
the neighbasrhoed sigmificanthy charges, often in mepative ways for local long-time
residents, who will remain here long afier transitory shadents gradusate.

Currently, Mortheastern University and the Fhoenix Corporation are trying o purchase
and demalish 2 historic part of the YMCA in order to build a new dorme What they
do mot realize is that YAMCA 15 mot merely & gym. 1% 2 community, a second home,
and a haven to chaldren, at-risk youth, the disabled, elderly. and many others. It i< a
unigue space where menlorshipof the young takes place, and demolishing one the best
tacilities the TMCA offers threatens thal. To paraphrase ooe of our members: “If the
TYMC A disappears, the communaty withan its walls will disappear as well”

This is ot the first 1ime kocal wniversities have run roughshod over owr commaunitiss.
In 200E, Phoenix Propertes sought 1o build another 3.siory dorm (known as
GrandMarc) on 5. Botolph St This privately run dorm weald have been leased to
meighborhood wniversities m chunk=. and would have led toincreased pollstion, noise,
and traffic problems for oar neighborboods. Community opposibon helped prevent
thiz development. We were aided by 2 student opposition which oited a 2% approval
rating froen students whi have lived in Fhioenix Praperties dorms at otber umiversitios.

As concerned and engaged neighborhoed citizens, we are demanding justice and an
effiective vaice in this process. We stand firmly opposed ba the backroom deads that have
marked the YMCA demalition plan thus far, and we are determined to take back our
power. We will not become syeophants of Mortheastern, nor of City Hall which has
violaled its pwn commitments bo transparency during this process And recognizing
that nothing happens by itself we the cilizenry mast and will act, and demand that
mstitubions in our neighborbood act as servands of the people, and troe stewards of oar
city

Oeur message fo the Northeastern administration (and elected afficials) s that the
commumity expects bocal preservation and social justice to be a part of public policy.
konered by all our imstitutions, public and private. Building on exmsting university
property is e thing. Continued expansion iz somethang e,
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The Dark History of the South End
¢ Northeastern’s Threart to Rm{bur}r

When you think of the South End, [ am
sure images of brownstone buildings, jamz
clubs, and beauliful plazas are the vision
youn e af this well-known area. This area
torms part of Kartheasterns ampus, and
i= 2 place with a rch diversaty of culiuras,
art and a strong LGET oommuanity.
The Scuth End has gome from being
a marshland m the 180Fs, am area of
architectural weahh in the lale 18X0% to
an area with 2 “darkened perind of crime”
tn the 19601 And offically, this dark
periad of crisis was resolved with the

realization by the area’s many maddle class
and professional residents of the South
Ends’s historic archite ctural wealth. ..

This story, althmsgh true for the most
part, is also mizsing a huge chunk of
historic information, that only residents
of the South End in the &Fs carry anound
with them. The mformation [ provide in
thiz ariicle is based on mbormal intervews
with local  residents  and  previous
Mortheastern aluminik who were living on
Columbaas Avense during the &0k

Residents will tell

you what the history
books leave out: that
“revitalization project” is
another term for unlawful
and forced evictions,
realtor steering, racial
segregation, and murder.

T fully explain the gap in hisbory missing,
cne must first explan the so-called
“darkened perod of crime” Mamy would
say that the decline of the South End inthe
190z was due 1o previous pwners mowing
cutaf the butldings and turming previously
orwned residences mto rental apartments
and leased spaces This caused property
values tn decrease amd crime rates to
increase. But the truth is that most of thas
emgration oo af he area was due towhat
1= termed “white flight”, a sihmtion where
middle to upper dass white Americans
desert am area when African Americans
beegin residing im the areal. This is exactly
whal happened duming this time. As moce
African Amencan residends staried o
by up real estate in the South End, more
white Americans piled oub As a result,
the apartments became unocoapied ar
leamed to other tenanis which then started
the pericd of neglect of the South End.
Landlards of the tenants did mot feel
obdigated fo maintain the baildings, to
keep up the Eront - facing gardens, or repair
any wear on the brownstone buaildings.
As we all knoo, ooce an area of a oty
becomes neglected, it 1s caly a matter of
tirse hefore crime creeps tn o Al the void.
Anad sure enough, im the 1960% the South
End entered il the “darkened pericd of
crime”
Now vou might be asking, baw did am
area thal was laden with crime. an area
that al once deemed as one of the most
damgernus areas in Boston, become the
affluent community that we knoow it as
today? 1 am sure many would like to
comfinmes =
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The Dark History of the South End (conrd)

believe that it was all done legiimately,
and the process deserves a ditle like
the “revitalimbon of the South End”
Undortunately, the previous residents will
tell vom what the history books leave out:
that “revitalizabon” is another term for
unlmeful and forced evictions. realtor
steering. racial segregation, and in some
cases oukright marder.

Realtor Steerimg: o ilegal i

thic gomntry bt =hill feanity
practiced. Tiés is whem @ realior
will direc? certain families and
peopie eitier inte or anay from
certnim meighborbosds, whidh ther
resiifs in residentind segremrion
imsed ow mace, finarces, qge, sexn
orientatizn, Gring falbels, and
persana cfaves,

You see, once reallors, landlords, and
business vwners saw how much historic
archalectural wealth had been preserved
in thas area, they quickly saow a preat
mvestment  opportunity. Realtors then
racially steered potental  imcoming
residents. Basically, if vou did not ook like
“this kind of family” or did nol hayve “this
ranch maney” then you were deemed “not
a good fit for this community” Business
owners took part by baving up land
and paving lindlords for their property,
which then caused mamy landlords to
discomtinue l2ases amd evict the lenants
that scoupied the baildings.

Lamdloads, by far, were the worse of the
two, [t was landlords who would coerce,
manipulate, and threatem temamts inlo
grving up their brases. Landlords refased
to rent their apariments fo particolar
candidates who did not mest the correct
racial qualificalbons. And finally, if forced
evictions amdl threats did ool work, then

Lomidiard Filtering: This 15 a
lerm devmalimg wien a londlond
“Aiters" omt certain fennmts Tieis
ie oty fepad because i@ 15 part
of a hmdlordk fod fo e this for
unplemsnmt temant appiicrmts >
However, i 15 umeinom famd

illepm) fio ase racinl prefuatices
vl slereotypes i s process,
witicte weas ene of Hee dnving
Jactors in the evenls presented in
thiz arricle.

-
there was forcefully burning the residents
part. [n an mnterview, a Mortheastern alum
and former South End resident recalled
an instance during the 1%60s when he was
walking 1o has car parked down Columbas
Avenue, just past Massachusetts Avenue,
and saw a person (later discovered io be
the landiord by the local papers) throw a
Modoloy cocktail throagh am apartment
bauilding window. The whaole building
quickly burst in flames. There was an
Adrican American maother and  infant
casghl on the 3rd Boor of that baldimg,
and the mather had to jump with her
imfant on tap of ker fram the windoe

This slory might sound a little outlandish,
bast the reality i= that you <an hear more
ahout this type of appression if you just
dig further into the history of the South
End. When recapping the &% in the
South End, local representative Bryon
Rushing, historian and resident of the
Sounth End in the &00s, was guoled in the
HRosbon Clobe as saving thal there was
amweloomed arban renewal, alss known
as “slumn clearamce,” during the time. And
if you just ask previous residents whao
lived in the South End im the 0% you
will generally get the same response. Thi
dark peried of crime was also followed by
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a dark period of unlawful and inhumane
revitalization projects im the South End,
and from there berame the area we know
it as koday.
All goes o show that 2 community
which for 40 vears, was steered, pushed,
and ocoerced out of their neighborboods
mie  the surrcanding  areas by big
bassiness may with good reason  he
wary and unwelooming of new forms
of bag busimess. Consider Mortheastern
Unmversity amd ils comlinuing quest far
better college rankings: As many of you
know, Maribeasiern has been expanding
its omncampas hmesing, most recendly
with the bunlding of Internabional Vallage
{Farcel 1], a 22 story residence kall wilh
over 130 upper clas students residing
tn i since its epening im the Fall of 2009,
s KWartheastern further expands into
neighborhonds like Roxbury, there sill
Parcel 18: In the comtext of raxl
eshife @ parced i= @ darge plof of
land. Parcel 18 encompnsses He
hittier Straet Hemith Cemter amd
tite affordable housimg commzniiy
[Wikter Streed Apartmesls | >
Stradent phrme to bring @ farmers
market o e area have recenely
come & fniion

-
seemns bo b o growing disconmect bebween
the local commumity and the academnic
community. In fact, some residents of the
local neighborhood have openty called
Mortheastern Unaversity a buge threat to
the Roxbury community.

If you @n imagine a commaunity that has
already dealt with ane era of skeermg and
the forcefsl uptake of lnd and buildings
for  “revitalizmlion,” you can understant
the rezchbion to things like the canstruction
of Intermational Village. In 2 comersation
with a local Eoxbury resdent at a Boston
Publiz Healk BEACH mesting, she

described the placement of [nternational
Village as symbolic of “Northeastern
putting their bagtt to the communaty” She
jastified the clam by poimling out that
there are no emtrances 1o the building
facing Tremoat Sireet, which pverlocoks the
Rexbary comimunity.

Rostan Puirlic Health Commission )
REACH: The 200 mereher coalition
has met monthly for tan pears. The
coalibion fer carned o eedstomding
reputation i bie docad and publi
henith commumity far ity wark i
seversl areas, mcliddeg mising
awnrenes of racial amd etitveic heaith
disparities, edicating the prasbic abon! >
henith dsrues tir affec? He Bliock
commanity m Fostor, aud for its
creditie partnerdiips will comummmity
members, policymakers, fitk-tased
Leaders, and qoademic msiahifions. The
coalibion inclinder comumpmily grongs,
henith care providers, business and
it keaders, and acmdemic pariners. _J

As wee conlinue as an aoademis commanity
to try and imcrease local commaunity
engagement, we mast ook at the sirong
resistance by some of the resdents with o
lens of understanding. As oulsiders trying
tointegrate, we musttake into consideration
the views of the wider neighborhood. Far
if or gral 15 truly serving and mmproving
the bocal community, we maast listen 1o the
woices of that community, even when their
answer might negatively affect the plans of
oaar academic instibulean.

Tieis article i provided by the Flealth
Dspariies Stedent Collebomative JHISC],
i grewp of students commited fo Swilding
prtnersings between sclooks, door!
orpEsinmtion: and cormmimihes i Rostor

et af maldresay Tocal heaith disparities
Kain us on fircebook!
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Have 1 YO E¥ET seen tl'us sumper :1:.:]-:|:r .:n..:l thaught, well ves, one hundred
Jears apo, Unas fnu5h1 for the weekend, and the 40 howr '.'n:\-rk W rl:-]-: and
child labar lzws, and cvertime pay. But now thesa l:hl:n"-: are prn-l:m:led. I:-:.'
law -- which means theres no need to fight for them any r1|:-r|:' O, have you
heard this ane? Uniens are corrupt, bloated, and undemocratic. Union bosses

are corrupt and greedy.

Unicns have a bad rep, and its net completely undeserved. There have been
hiﬁh-}'-ru:'i]c Cases nfc-:lrrurl:i-:ln. Uniens are VErY bureaucratic. Union bosses
do tend b be Very m:ah:h:,'. .‘md.':.'e.-:. the riE]1ts-1h:|: unicn members fnu5|'L1
and died for {don't believe me? keep readingl are now codified as federal Laws.

That doesn't mean we can stop fighting back against corporate greed and
mishehavior. For ane, these companies are not playing nice. They break the
rules all the time, and get away with it. They are dodging taxes, -:||-:|:r:|r1|na.l:|n5
in |1.||.'|n5 and prn-:r..nl:li:\-ns pa:,lns paverty wages, providing unsafe working
enwvirenments, busting up unions, and driving our economy into the dirt.

And all the while, cc\-rpnrallnn-: ]lml:ll:s are groawing, and wnrklnﬁ I.'\-EI!l]'lli::- real
wages are decreasing.

These are buge problems, and I'm not trying to say that unions are the answer
for all of them. But the truth is that unions are the most efective structure we
have to empower workers and rase standards across the board.

In this country, we have people working minimum wage jobs at places
like Walmart, and the fact is that these jobs do not provide for families’

I:lEEI I'IE\!dS-\. W l'lI]I:" F\I-CI."all'lb I:I‘.lll"I:I' EI'I'lF\]I!l'l'\'.‘ES- ]'“.'\l'u Ert'. ]I:‘"- I:"I WlEes, |]1\'.':I-E' same

COTipanies mizke millions [or kllicns) in Tmﬁts c:n:h. yEar tll::-l:r their CEQ= and

sharehalders. If a comipany like Walmart was unionized, they could provide
good jobs that can suppart a family.

Even on cur own campus, compandes like Chartwells pay people about £10
per hour, higher than the minmum wage but stll well below a living wage.
%o, if a Chartwells associate at Mortheastern, |:~\:|.rni:|1|:I less than £20,000 a

year, relies on Eln'e:rnn-:nl assastance o Ecl :|'. FE many af them -:u.rr]:, dol,
aur taxes and tuition paymients are :--:M:nl:l.:l.'l:. S-LIb:Id.'l?'Inbli. hartwells 5h|1|:-.
wages. These companies can afford to pay their workers more, and why the

hell shouldnt they?
30 Wanit more disorientation? kttpinudizsorientation blogspot.com

There ape lofis of greati films and books abouti he [abor
movement. Here are a few | like:

Harlan Gountiy USA .

ﬂls-cu:r..enl:nr:.' abaut the miners’
T AR L [ A strike in the 19705 in Kentucky. The
clojulNT company hired gunmen who shot
Ll

2[A at the striking miners.

R - ' "ﬂ i I )
i ] .H.a.:lnu.l: the struggle

by badass immigrant women
wnrkinE in Forever 21's Los
.-'l.ni:'lele.-: sw\c.:tshn:p:- fo receive
dignified pay for their work

“ﬂup‘l" back in 2001, a
group of Harvard stodents affiliated
with United Students .ﬁ.E,.:lin.-:I
Sweatshops occupied the university
pressdents affice for 21 days as part

of 1 massive II\IHE, WALE Camipaign.

They won!

R IJIUHE'E H-Htﬂ‘! of HIE illild Erlmﬁ'::rlimvard Zinn

m EEME“ H"m |I'IELL.F\.132"'EI'I1|I:||.I:DH'I:| - W are

Mot sherm Hl.l.d.!!ﬂti '-'I'ﬂrl‘i.ll'lb pL] EUF\I]'“.'\ITE I:?.|F.1|.'\II.L1 '-'I'ﬂrl‘lET.‘i. IE\IEEI I.-CI..:“.'\IT ERSUIES,

ﬂﬂd |nl:|:r:|1.:|:ii:\-na| I.-J.-Jl:ir HTLI.EEIE:-.
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Northeastern Pensions Support Violations of
International Law and Human Rights Abuses

The faculty and staff of sar undversity are
sapposed toembody principles considered
fundamental to owr role as ghobal citizens
and “positive forces of changs” Yet, given
the lack of tramsparency., both within owr
own college and throughout the wider
finamcial sector 2= a whole, how can we
ke sure that our umiversity’s financial
imvestments reflect these principles?

Because Mostheasiern does nol make
mvestment mformabion accessible 1o the
public there are few ways o know what
caar university really invests in. However,
ome way we can assess the mtegrity of
oir investments is by examaning how the
pemsion funds of aniversity employess are
managed

The majorty of pension funds at
MNotheastern University are managed
by the Teachers [msurance and Anmuity
Association-Caollege Betirement Equities
Fund {TIAA-CREF), one of the largest
retirement fund managers in the world
and “a recognized keader in the growing
ranks of socilly responsible invesbors”
However, further research reveals that
TIAACREF maimtzins 2 whitewashed
image: dispuising their invedments as
socially responsible while ssmukansoushy
sapporting  companies who  blalantly
viclate international law and undversal
principles of human rights. The maost
nolable examples of this, and the subject of
this article, are those compamies profiting
from the omgoing lsradi cooapation
of the Gara Strip, West Bank, and East
lenasalemy, along with iy’ mulb-tiened
system of Apartheid used to enforce Ismas
damination over the Palestindan people.
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I Spring 000 lewish Voice For Peace
(V¥ Fha"US-basedgrassrootsorganization
dedicated to promoting full equality,
demnocracy and self-determination faor
both [sraelis and Palestinians” hunched
their “TIAA-CREF: Divest from the
Isreeli  Chocmpation” campaign’ The
campaign hesds the 3005 call from
Palestindam civil zocdety for the world to
engage in broad Boveotl, Divestment
and  Sanctioms  (BDDS) against  Ismael.
Theze nonviolent @ciics pul economic
and paolitical presuare on the kraeli state
o end ils ccoupation of Palestine and
Aparthesd rule. The tactics of BDS have
been at the heart of historical victories
for social justice such as the Montgomery
Bz Boyoott, the Unied Farm Workers
grape boyoott, and most notably the BDOS
movement agamst South Africa. s from
these movements, aspecally the ladter
which defeated the system of Apartbeid
in South Africa, that Palestimians gained
the insperation bto mitiste & plobal BDS
miovement agaimst ksrael. The goals of this
movement are- equality for all Palestinian
arsd Arab citizens within lsrasl; ending
the Israeli ocoapation of the Gara
Serip, West Bank, and East femasallem;
and the enforcement of the legal, and
universally recognized Right of Return
for all Palestimian refagees. As part of the
global BDS campaign. Vs campaign
demands that TIAA-CREF divest from
five companies operating in the occupied
ferritomies whio are comyplicit in the “most
significant and egregious™ violalsons of
international loe and buman rights?
Amnesty [nlernational  and  Human
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Rights Watch bave condermmed mamy
of these violations,"*  and some legally
amoum bo war crimes and crimes against
tumanity” The companies targeted in
thix campaign are

CATERPILLAR

Profits  fromn  supplying  armeor-plated
arsd weapomized bulldozers wsed far
demolishing  Falestinian  bomes  and
orchards. These balldozer are also wsed
to  construct  segregated  setflements
for lewish [sraclis only atop ethnically
cleansed Falestinian land. In addsion,
Caterpillar  equipment & used o
construct the Apartheid Wall which was
ruled illegal by the Intermational Court
of hustice im 2004, A CAT bulldozers was
also used to marder Rachd Corrie, a 24
year old nom-violent peace activist from
Ohmpia, Washington while she was
protesting an illegal home demolition,”

NOETHOFP GRUMMAN

Profits from supphying the lsrseli Defense
Farces {IDF} with weapons and military
technology wsed im Somth  Lebanon
operabons Ffrom [995-2006, the 2008.
2004 azsauk on (Gaza, the 2010 Flotlla
attack, and rumerous other campaigns as
well Thess operatbons alone have killed
thousands of Palestinian and Lebanese
civilians*

VEOLIA

Profis from  the construcion  and
expansion. of  illegal  Pewish-omly
zafilements by operating  sstilemsent
landfills, exploiting Falestinian natural
resources to serve the sstlements, and by
comtracting for the fubure operation of an
illegal light rail system conmecting these
safilements with Jerusalemn.” Veolia alea
aperates sepragated bus services, some by
gender, otbers by ethniciy. ™
MOTOROLA

Profil= from communications sysbems
used by the IDF and West Bank settlers.
Molorola systems are also used around
military checkpoints, military camps, the
Aparthed Wall, and around illegal lsrach
setilements

ELEIT

Profits by supplving drones used for
targeted killings and in the 2010 Flotilla
attack, along with surveillance systems

for the Apartbeid Wall and unmanned
vehicles used fo patral it

When WP bunched the TIAA-CREF
campaign and introeduced their anitial
petition over 2 vear ago it had 2B0
empdorsements.  Simce  then, JVFP has
gathered 10000 endorsements and gaimed
supparl froen prominent imternatsanal
figmres such as Mobe] Peace Prize laureate,
Archbishop Desmond Tuba, who stated:

Tre Somth Africe we nndersfond thad trmee
peacr could e built omly om fhe basis of
Justice and @ uwavering commeeitment ho
untversal mights for all hremansrepardiess
of ethmicily, religorm, gemder,  notional
origim, or any other idenfidy mitribute. |
encowrage TIAA-CREF, whose slopan

is for the greater good, fo heed the call
Jor divesteeent, o refise o profEl from

CominmEs =
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oppression of a people, and thus o shamd
ort the gde of what 15 npfe: @ safe, seore
e peavefid futare for Prestinimers omd
Leraelis=™

Roston’s IYF chapter collected almast half
of those original signatures which inchade
faculty members fram Berklee Colege
of Music, Boston College, Brandes.
Harvard, Lesley, MIT, Mortheastern
Sirnmons, Tufts, Ullass Bostan, and
Wellesley " Students and  faculty at
Harvard, Sienmons, Ulass Boston, and
Wellasley will be launching the TLAA-
CREF Dlivest from the Israel Ococupation
campaign on their campases this fall

In response i the Falestimian ool
socielies’ call for BDS and in salidarity
with YT and campuses across Roston,
dtudents for Fustice an Falestine has
brought the TIAA-CREF: DMwest from
the lsraeli Ococupation Campaign 1o
Northeastern University The campaign
aims b increase both awareness amoog
academics and the pressure exerted on
TIAA-CREFF to chamge its imvesimnent
policies. Furthermore. we are joining 1'VF
in demanding that TIAA-CREF dnvest
from companies that: directly profit from
or comfribube to the lsrali occupation of

the Gaza Sirp and the West Bank, and
East lerumalem. Thas imncludes companies
that provide products or  services
that ¢onirmbute o the consinaction
and maindenance of the illegal lsmaels
witlements and the Apartheid Wl
alomg with  products o services that
contribaste 1o or enable violent acts that

target civilians. We aleo demand that
TLAA-CHEF establish mnvestment criteria

to exclude any smsch companies o the
future *

We, as socially responsible members of
the Mortheastiern community, supporicrs
of imternational law, buman rights
advocates, and comcerned cilwens of
the word, must stand up for ustce and
equality. We can do this by articulating
the aforemenboned demands. educating
the Mortheasterm commumily, signing
the pebilion al  higplwwwipelitions.
comipetition TIAA-CREF_Dvest.  and
presenting our professors with letiers
of appeal The tme when Mortheasbern
University employess cam unknowingh
support vialations of mlernational bw
and human rights 1s coming to am end.
We st tell TIAA-CREFF: Divest from

the Israeli Occupation!

Students for Fusbice in Palestine has
adepled this campaign &= a part of
a broader Boyoolt, Divestrest and
fancbons  (ROS)  campagn being
bunched thas year. To receive a draft of

our letter of appeal to professors andfor
fieed out more aboul par campaigns. go bo
the MNortheastern University Students far
lustice in Falestine facehook page.

I'Fn:r fooltnobes vink:

, BOYCOTT ISRAEL
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Why is Northeastern Like This?
(And why Tuition is Too Damn High!)

Fromn Barch 1o May of 2011, the Mortheastern
chapter of the =wedents for 2 Democratx
soclety conductad & pall of the undergraduats
sludents. This sarvey, faptly named! What
Socks @ MU aaked stodents to list theer major
oencems and ssoes 3 their school, and kad
space at the bottom for student comments.

Conlrary  be especlabons,  everpday
anroyances, ke printer shortages and offices
not bemg open, ranked much lower (han
expecied. What stodents were truly concenmed
aboul were meach bigger and broader The
lack of community, excessive execulive pay,
the bick of & shedent vooce, and above all, &
skyrocketing tintion, and the implicatons for
student debt Even mare reveamg were the
student comments: tales of sdmindation
::ﬂ:u:ude. lomebmees, [abar rights violatsons,

even sludeml Bomdssness In the
eyes of the siudents, thers was something
femdamentally wrong with thes schoal, the fact
that & had become oo espensive, aliznatmg,
and unadffordable. ..

The philosopher Thomas Kuhn once wrote
that every paradigm, every way we lnok at the
workl, has ancmalies - phenomena that donlt
fi the doemamani explanation for how thamgs
should work. And in Inday s workd, where we're
teld aducation 15 crucial, the spiraling cost of
college = ome such anomaly. We're urged 1o go
b university, vet find ocerselves Ip:m{,' 'I:u'ul.c
bo pay for it We're told “capatalis

capibaliem pushes gtudents into L'n:u:un:p:-::'l:-l.-:
debt. Amd while where we're teld that mllege
will lead fo secerity, we find one quarter of
our age cohert unemployed, induding many
graduates.

E is m reabxing that college 1s unaffordable
thal mamy disoover {somefimes for the firs
time} just how meech the stabes que falls short.
et If we ask ourselves why, we can discover
samelking batfer: an explazation for why
things are the way they are. From 1kat, we o
hopefelly answar 2 more important question:
w‘gcnr shoveld we gn from hIE-E’ :

THE DRCE ARD FUTURE COLLEGE

N was the cady 19905, and NU was on the
verge of bankrupscy. Successiul Jocal actevism
kad led o the Dmasge Linds rerculing
through Southwest Corridor Fask, nising
carker plans for an interstabe. Thes spellad
coomomac disaster for MU, which at the e
was a large commezter schoaol. For whale the
administration had staked the schoals futurs
and reputation on becoming the
commyeter echool m the country. the Orangs
Lme cosl Mortheasiern s biggest polentml
ased: sy access from the highway. Seddendy
Mortheasiern was e longer 2 poomisng,
reachable, commuter schoal, bui rather a
tangled, overly large maiwtution, somewhat
maccessible by car The resuli: Withan a few
years of e Drange Line's opening, B schools
finances had come be 2 head,

At this point, the NU adminisiralion made
a decision: Mortheastern would shed iis
commyeter school past. N woukd downsize,
become a residentiadl college, and expand
mia merighbommg communities 1o bold meow
dorms. A much greater emphass would be pie
o thangs like landscaping and advertising, all
&0 honst the schoels image. These messures
all meant an astronomical increass in tuition
ceats {over the objedions of alumnil, the
consequences of whach fmancially strappad
shudents may fisel far a long time & come

The administration coulkd have chosen
dafferenily. They coeld have adopied 2 different
eoomome model, and there was oven ak of
Maortheastern becoming 2 public university.
As well see lager, there were and still are
akernative ways 10 nen 3 universey, virtualy
all of which would bave made Mortheasizrn
cheaper. Hul these posabililies were ignorsd
as WU was lurned mfo vet anolber $4006+
presitge-ohsesed college. And one has 1o sk
the quesiion: why?

Tir understand the choice, one has b pul the
decision in conjext. For our administration’s

cholce wes par of a much booader shift
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in American  higher-ed  with  expensive
repercusdnns were still dealing with 1oday.

THE PRESTIGE ARMS RACE. E ITS CARSES
Fromn the 30% on, young adells faced a very
diffzrent -a-:man:}un their  prolesiing-
predecessors. Thanks to the broader soomomic
chazges. the manufactunsg basz was in tbe

of moving overseas. Well-paying jobs
'T'fﬁ.r lem :rlEIJ:hIr. and Ih-ep:e:llm.lﬁnlng
deecent pobs requined a college edwcation Cor at
least a college degree; Derber, Schwartz, and
Maprass 159079139} On an economy-wide
scale, e led 10 increasid demand for higher
education, whach Ighen Resgan’s katred for
masi-things government], was mot malched
with inoresed education fumdimg.  Higher
demand plus 2 flo supply equaled higher
prices

Why the scomomac change happened 15 a long
story, imvolving falling profrs, od shocks, and
the W5 defits fmm ¥ietnam destahilizin
ke mwometary system...check out DI.'.'.IE
MicHallys book Rotud Sy for detal,
bui the short versiom i this: In the 1570% the
rising lde of meernational prosperry that had
lasted ance the end of World War Two ame
b an emd Two major recessions in the 70
coesed significant econommc upbeaval amd
much liks the 20 or today, politscal upheaal
spom followed. Bt embke the Depresion, it
was politscal right who ben this time,
a it was the liberal Mew Deal policies from
hefors that seemed ineffeclive

Reagans conservatie  “revolulion”  almest
immedsfely left ®s mark: Unions were
atacked ha-:]:l wapes |ow Oestsourcing
was enoouraged profits =p. Public
SETVICES WETE pfrlli. aned faxes were ot
sharply: And this was nol stimply an American
phenomenan; “necliberalsm” Cas this came
tox b known happened aomss the developed
warkd [ was a global sconomik restructening,
which ressponded o the soomemic crmes of
tie 70 by attacking the gams workers had
made smoe the Depression and offshoring on
a mas scale (Mctally 1005, And while none
of this did mech good for wecking people
(unemploymen mse and wages havent pone
up since 15731, proff rales doubdsd froem
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1943.1597. For those wio in powes, thal was
witat matiered (hichally 201183 881

The «chamging  poltical  dimatz  spoom

affected er-od a5 well. In 1983, Reagans
]:Irpl.nmﬁhul' Education relessed ils repart,
A Waten il Risk The Amencan sducation
systemn (il declared) was drowning ina ®

tide of medwonty” Whether this was troe or
mot isa mamer of debate, bul the reports effects
were not. As eduration researcher alamndra
Robbins descnbed, “within a vear, 44 siates
baed mmcremsad graduabion requirements, and
27 lezgthenad the school and 1hat was
st for K-12. On tke collegiate level that
repart marked the rise of what was called “am
Overachiever frenzy. where both sludenis and
enversitses hepgan focusing more on a colleges
Fl:-esllpe far more that they ever had befone
\Bobbins 2007:34-381. The result of this has
baem an intercnllagiate arms race for pressge.
Aned ot's this arms race that has pushed wp the
price of collage at over four times the rale of
wdlation

To understand why, comsider ome effect
of incressing demand for college with so
ma I ving o college, and the
":rrl.lﬂ:lll'ltr::lmp|'.|-:I:|-;I'E.4 mﬂg]m 'FE stidenis
beamg & smaller chunk of the iotal, university
administrators had 0 fipare om how o
differentiate thetr coll ege from the rest; bow o
mrake thear college seem like “the besi™ for "the
bet™ studznts (Perry 2009} Bt m educalion,
thits ype of calzgeriing 15 remancably hard o
do, Unkke other pursuils (ke reszarchi, ils
el karder bo measare m education what
“the best” sven meass.

THE COLLEGE RAHKINGS SCAN

Recwase of this difficalty, when [ Mews

& Wirld Reporr peblished ®: fist mllege
in 1533, thes bid 1o =2l magacines

sonn caught on. Within fve years, whal started

as an informal survey of college presidents’

opinions of other schools became a complex

ranking algnrithm, and scon became gospel
fior many parents and college adminsirabors

{Rohhins D07 1351540 This r:;!.l;g
systemn and the others 1 inspired s

o provide that all-emportant “Seedback” a
way for coleges to know thal they're deing
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the right thing, and for students o select the

“hest” ooll H was also a great way fo sell
magpoeress | Ot WHIT: 6d-£61

The blem = that thes:
d.un'lﬂ Tanﬂhl.n.g remutely mea nln;
b educabion quality. They dont focus
on academic calther or the ngor of the
cariculum, and they mosl cerlainly doml
look at how studenis feel aboul their
In fact, accordmg to the
Wachinglon Meatily, in 198 when 05 News
& Wirkd Repuntd first algorehm ranksd &
non-Ivy Leapes school as e nabion® hest,
the statistician who wrole the algorihm was
fired Bel Ekin, the editor responsble “s2zms
b have kmown that the -n::I:.'ﬂEHIH.:]:-I.e |read
marketable| methodology woeld be one that
confirmad the prejudices of the merfocracy”
From that point foreacd. the rankings have
heem rigged such thal Barvard, Yale, and
Frinceton dmest always come mef on 1op.

Whale college razkings don't Jook at quality,
they do measure non-edocational factors

What [f US News & World
Report Ranked nhfuuse:'ﬂ

‘:L-elj sy US Mews ra polential spouses
inst=ad of schools. The equivalent rankisg for
a |spoease| would be based on what [herhs]
friends thought of her looks on a sl of ome
In five, the kegth of previous relationships
{hut anly owver the kst yer, hecause the = an
annual ranking), the average looks of previous
girliviendsrtboyiriends, the average salary of
thosz girliriendsrboyiriends, the number of
Previoes sufors who wanted |your spouse]
back thes year, the sxe of herbas salary, and
the frequency with whach her/his parents give
her'him pocket change. A& large chenk of the
potential spouss’s meking woukd be based om
histher sedectivity: The mare hkely hetshe 15 10
Be you, the worse haher ank There would
be me analysis of personalwy inteligence,
Famdness, or bemor, not fo mention whether
you might get dong Foagel kisdher inlerests,
pasinns, and asies Will hershe love vou, care
for you, aned make vou happy? Usemporiant™
—ddexamita fobiins, “The Cveradiievers”

desply bizsed iovwards expendve, richer
schonls Faclors ke 2 bow acceptance rale,
abemni  donalions, and  the emeverstys
repulation — nol repulation in the eyes of
s studenis, but in the of other coll

presidents. 1L would hrﬁ deciding w}uﬁ

foatball leams made the plapodls by aking
every other leamn’s head coach

What the rankings dad do was systematically
shew Amerwan higher edecalion, blasing
kagher rankings towards weahhier schools,
and blasing  wealthier schoals  towands
wealthier sbadents. Schools woeld shell me
masive sems for stabe-of-the ar dooms,
“ e | . and  prestigous
rﬂi institutions. All of this -.'.'ELH oo
the imiversties’ image amd repufabon, and
all of this woeld (il was koped) comvince a
meew genzration of top high scheal sentors o
dheese ome schonl over another.

Ruil mthe end, the only results were drastically
mereased cnsts 1 also meant an explesion of
umirversty debi, 5o schools foday spend les of
their mamey on actual eaching (onbr 35-44%
on average; Perry 2HB ). And the quest for a
larper enfosurment te pay off all of the ends
up fvornng wealthser studenls. For students
from upper class backgrounds are fypically
rich emcugh to afford uitsen, wealthy encugh
o forgo fmancial ad affluent rrfnu;h in
afford alumni deeations, and well adjusted

h o mot need espensive remedialion.
Far rest of us on the other hand, the

result 1s simply explodmg sedent debt And
I.II‘DI:I.UJ\'J'E LF News & Wiwdd H‘rr
rewands thes hehavior. Becaus: higher college
ramkings are postiively oorrelated with college
wealth {Rojstaczer 20015

aver the last two decades. the resull of this
pro-weahhy bias has bzen catastrophic. The
average cost of a four-vear private university
& nw over $33,000. Had college cods riszn
simply at the rate of mdlation, futlion msts
would be less than a third of that! (College
Roard 20000, And this is on lop of widespraad
cits &6 pehlic universiltes and community
colleges. IF things comtinue at this mbe, if the
4% annual mmermse cosls over B last year
contmees unabated, cne year at Mortheastern
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will cnst over $165,000, by the tme
our children reach ﬂ;?: e 30

vears from ness. That v wnnt be
affordzhle.
THE TINTION IS TO0 DAMM HIGH

Since MU decaded o transiorm
el in the early 1590% 2 Bas faly
and openly m the arms
race for prestige (Bombardier and
Sacchetti 2006) It has procinsd g
mllege ra ahve all che, and ™

in the process Bas made this school aliznaling,
unequal, and far (oo expensree. And il & this
fendamental dymamic that has created the
mazry undesirahls fatunes that currenily mark
MU, a5 we submit the facts to a candid weoeld:

Moribeastern Universily has spenl imordinale
sums on  advertising. ka e
expensive new dorms, all mcreasing 18 price
of college. Most of these dormes are sl oo
expensive for most students 1o bve = Large
portions of students ars thes forced 10 migrale
offcampus, making community Bander sofind,
and straining relationshyps wath surrcunding
nesghbochopds

nlzanwhile, lke omes who do stay on campus
soom discover that the dooms (aiter freshman
veart are often isolating and atomixng
Meighbors rardy know zach other, and almost
never ladk. And rather tham nen the dones =
i that boosts commventy () with a
H.:T:rdﬁwﬂr huu.ur_.ﬂml.rl E_.'r!lr:F::.l.rl.'.ldlh
the express poad of preserving the sciools
image. Hence, ke harshness of the OS5CR
“|ustice system,” where students are punished
for minor infractions in an amosphers of
ity until proven inmocent”™ Creativity and
rm bfe, even panimg a wall something
other than while, gets deliberately stifled

Berause  Mortheasern has  focused  om

mer substance, ® ham’ increased il
offices’ captabilities a8 necessary with the
shift 1o being 2 residentsal school Hence
the regidrar, housing, the health center, amd
advicers remain '.'.lsﬁ:r overworked. Becose
they cannot adequately deal with the student
hody's meeds, the enlire untversey has hecome
siiffgly bereasortic. And simce the focns

% i P a

on ing ra Mmare man
fhan o B aned“trngh taan b
Joseph Aoem was made university president,
mainly based mm his su

abiliiees at USC (Hombardeen and Sacchetti
206} He now gets pakd over $900,000 per
year. and les m an %89 million mamsion.
Meanwhile, baibson keeps goamg up. while the
enzversity debt has cimbed to 300 million on
Anun’s waich, increasing pressure further for
mare tuitinn bakes.

Al of thes alienabes a lirge portson of students,
whe s administation hypootsy for what
it 15 (Falik D101 And even maore students
{bwn-thirds in tee What Sucks poll ) get angry
because these major decisiozs aboul our
schonl are made withmet sbedesst contml. Our
opinionsare ether never soeght or completely
ggnored. The lack of student weice further
decreases  mmmunily,  further  decreases
dnnabwens fpom abiznated abemmi, and further
mareases the pressare 1o drive uion higher
(The Huntington Mews 20011 And thos the
dinumurard spiral comtinnes..

Consider the fact 1kat Mortheadern Universily
topped the naten m applicants last year. The
much-vaentsd admmsinbon wisdom says
this "proves” Northesstern = 2 quality sdhool.
R dosi1? What iftheinoreass in apphcalions
k2 less 1o dio wiik quality, and moee 1o do
with a drat mcrease m advertising? What
o ke adminisiration boasted is recrullment
cdforts, tnooder b pet more applicants, so that
teould infentionally reect thess applicants, so
that the schoaol would appear mone selectrve,
and| 1thus boost Rs prestage, preen el college

rankings udpe Jower acceplance rates as
good? Ghvem the nature of this scheool, notonly
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15 this allernative possible - s lkely? Afterall,
this 15 thie schonl that ignored the SAT resuls
of its international and remedial shademts (15-

2% of i1s stadentsl, all in order b boost s
Lest semre average (Robhins 20071910

To by thiis 1 all off, college rankings don't even
matier. In 1993, ecomomists Alan Kreeger and
Stacy Male concheded affer 2 20.year shady
that rankamgs really don'l make a difference m
post-graduation seccess. What matters 15 the
aptnde of the studesis, nol the renown of
their lma mager (Robhins 3007:147; Dale and
Krueger 20021 Bat becauss we've bezn iokd
otberwse for so long, many donl reakoe that

rankings area ba

EQUAL OFPORTUNITY. . [FOR WHAT?
Capitalism has always had an issee with
unrversal education  Hannah  More,  the
philantbropid whe opzned schools for the
poor inthe L300, et i szocinctly: She woukd
teach Ber studanis how &0 read, but mot how
te write. The poor would learn “peety”™ and
“deference;” bt not learn emough 1o question
the wader system.

Unfortesatzly Mores vl
there are still those mg Ih
edwcaied population. Weve thus end-el:l u:|:|
with a tiered education systeme A relatively
smadl number pet Eoghl creativy and 2
wider bove for Jearning a somewhat Larger

1 technscal skills 1o fill certam
Sphﬂlfﬁ: I'.ml:E.I:!.l“I]:ne overwhelming maperity
gels taught barely anything at all, encegh to
wark 2 dead-and jobobedeenthy, and nol mech
dlse. The first p'uup_gﬂ;uu;lr:l ko ko think
critucally; the latier group ends up associating
school with boredom, aliesation, and rote
memorizng. They end up with a hatred of
learmang, at least the way schools defime o
(Dvmher 2t al. 199035.88].

sponer or kter, this becomes aproblem. Crtcal
thardking and mielligence are mseparable. and
prevenling one wsually ends up hurtimg the
other A fifth of America s now functionally
illnerate, and a tenth can® find Amenica om
a map 1WV Depariment of Educalion 1993;
Trived) 20000 Amed wndortunately. the ducation
refnmms follrwang. Reagan’s report have ooly

made this worse For msiead of foousing on
studenl nezeds and the loee of learning, the
recent changes 1o U education have catered 1n
i mewsds of emphoyers, focusing on “economic

elilivenes” instead. On a beoad scale, a

making system sses education 25 a means
toan end, not something innalely tsebel Hemce
the msh for schools to prove Hear “value-
addsd” and the focus on colsge rankings
whach suppossdly mesure that. But the only
“vale” teats been messured & Row much
colleges have drveen up cods fe vainhy mitye
Ty Leagne ghoss. This, not affordablity, 15 what
the previous of (maostlyl u
diss adminisiraioss consdersd “valuzh
edeation. And since the 80% didn see amy
student movement on the scale of the 19605,
th: arms race of extravagance conlinues
wmabated ..

Until no thal . Psh poeng people mio debe
and & 5% rale, and Il
wakz up® In the u?mdrade. woveral gwnul.p-:
matinmwide have formed or reformed o fight
for affordable education. wWith college debe as
ok an issee for us as the dradl was for our
parents, more and more students are asking
fundamental toms aboul wer adecation
wystem, like wiat do we want oul of 17 And
kow stould we go about geting ik?

THE CALL FOR & STUNDENT UKION

what do we wamt oul of an edecation system?
Given the state of Amenicas schools, that's ot
the hardest thing to figere oul: we want an
edecalion system that beaches orilacal thanking
and the ke of leammang o all £ sludents, not
simply 1o some. And by critical thinking, we
mezan 3 willingnessba quesiion all assumptions,
regardless of 1he eltes that Bold them dear.
N by af tha, the system we envidon would
kelp all students dscover and cieose their
pasion, withoot the self-fulfilling prophecies
thal unrdgm.l.p is pre-destined for menml
labor, and amother proup pranted orestivily
and empowermenl. And regardless of whether
sbademis chose a bberad arts edecrtion or some
oliter vocational traming, sdecation must be
affordatle for all

As for WL if the What Swchs sarvey is
any indicalion, shedents wamt above all an
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afford shle and democralic education. We want
aoice and m ul shwdent power. We're
twwed cur president living in 2 mazsion while
tie rest of s face tuilion hikes We're tined of
ll t shadent needs, and
mﬁrmm laede of communiy:
wee shouldn't Bave be go bankrupt to go here
Mow the queshion i kow to make that bappent

The shorf answer s that we koe fo
CRCGANIZET [oin groegs fi fior a estion
freewe! boim groups Bzhiing I:Emd.lﬂ.l volie
on campes! In mest indestrialmed couniries,
induding Carada, France, and the UK, they
have student unkoms, whick are organt
likz labor ensons. The unions thers have won
cllectrve bargaining rights over tuition, roeom
and board and major university decidons
Over these, these student uniozs are a hu
reason why tuiion has stayed so rld.l:uln.uf;
Imw — hecwese povernmsents know that 1f they
IJE b make adecrlion unaffordable, millions
will bat the streets and siop them Only if we
g=1 tiat bype of organmation, caly if we fooce
our voices be be heard. can we change our
universily s dirscison.

Ezmember: had it mot been for the siudent
organinng of the &0% wed il be petting
drafted, the volmg age would be 21, and we
very likzly wouddnt even hawve a student
povernmenl Cemch as # 1sk ve've done it
before, and we can do o again.

SHORT TERM & LOMG TERM ALTERMATIVES
Once shadents foom @ stodent union, the
questions will rbe 2 o what the new
Mortheastern would beok like How woukd
it funciion economicalty, and Bow would o
be grverned political? Freen a govemnance
standpomt, ﬂ mEru have E;l:l'c‘n:ﬂrnimi
a gredler wolce om camps, amd we cookd

ment partic democracy in severd
ﬁfmﬂﬂﬁsﬁmﬂpmrﬂumg}un.
and simplefy e untezrsity referendum process,
and increase the policies subject 1o them. We
muld demand. via stedent referendum, that
bloated sncostwee pay gets cul, and fultion
E:I.: fooxen. We oald mslilule ]:un::my

wdgeling of universiy finances, E
students lo collecttvely determine Bow much of

our cellective fufion o spend on landscapeng,

ki much for teaching, and so forth. We could

ume siudent roval v referemdum?

re the school aNny more SEpensive,
matwn-mereasing, dorms. And we could even
resolve the MU Sheffle pe with what
Ancent Athens did: selecting students by lol fo
v [ufes or commitiees who wreld govern
e sdminisiration owr schoal. Ogher oolleges
bawe succesdhally dome this

Given mukiple ways & student woice could
b emmplemreented, we cam 2l beast hegm with a
mewement asking how students wanl o see
democTacy om G NUSDE s h o
spearhead thes MITI]H Eproming mr,
bt it will fake the participation of thousands
of studenls to be sacce

B avenm then, a tuilion freexe = 2 shord-berm
fix. and of we wam 2 koog-term cure rather
than a band-aid for ooll sge costs, we may want
i consider aliernalive sconoeec models for
mnning a school. Models that arent based om
mnsusiainable sudani deba

One poasibalaty ic that WU becomes a publs
eneersity, something thal was cozsidersd m
the arky 1950 The costs of higher education
become partmally sehsidized by lax dollars,
and 1be school becomes cheaper. And if &
wasnt for the slafes current I problems,
Mortheasizrn coddd easly become 2 crown
pewal of Massackusetts” higher-sl

One other possbility = the “work 3
e, curF;u}r Im:llp]-ern-enlrd. a m
mumber of schools across 1he coemtry AR
Bersa College for ex g, every shadent
ull.m.ﬂklllﬁ;ﬁnﬁililzmun Hlu:}:p,m
retern for whoch every student 15 reqeared fo
work somewhere on ¢ s. Essentmlly, 1ls
like every sludent tlnmk-llu.dy L0 hours
a week, and of course studenls o chopss
whachever work sutls their preference. The
schonl benedits with lower labar costs, and the
students benefit boll with their scholarsip,
and| from 2arning exira momey om e side.

Additmnally, the work colege model has
the added beneft thal since siudenis work
m almost every office of the school campus

demacracy becmmes far sasier b implemsenl.
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Amd since alemad are typlaly quite gratedul
for the affondabdity 2 work offers,
they tend be be very genemous with donabions.
The endowment stays high, the scholarships
contmue, and affordable afecation becomes
avallable for the next genemation.

reortheasiern might not be able o implement
cother model mrernight. Bul they are viahle
lang-tezm: goals And if the school commits
iself 1o the long-lerm goal of affordability,
oets hloated ewecutive pay and experatve
expansion projects, trey could at Jeast siast
down the right path. If the studenis s desies,
it could v inimnduce a work program
in order o reduce osts, andtor hepm the
process o become & public instiubon. With
iz new mantra of affordable, acoessible
education, the school could engage in 2 mulii-
year funding appeal 1o bulld =g the funding
nacesary for the full scholarships. This sep
weuld be a massive umdertaking, and
would protably take several years. Bt the
new missen of afoedable edecation would
probably find more domors than the

oarreni narcisssm over

Mome of this would be ey, and all of this
would take plasming and wery ompetent
execubion. Bt i15 by mo means imposthle,
and i soccessful, the bencfits woddd be
masive an affordable Northeastern  for
generalion: o come Mo maore £1500H0
vastiom by the ime our children are grown, o
maere {or 3 lead |essh studem debt ether. And
ghven skyrocketing lutlmon, 5 only @ matter
of time hefre people star demanding this of
unversibies aomss the country.

A FIKAL CALL TO ACTION

spomer or laler. the cumenl unsestamable
coomedle made for higher sducation will
collapse. Talten n® rising, like this
IS:-u:-:III.'I'n:"= and sodent d:liiﬁfpu'l'u:hgui.l top &
trallion dellars o less than a year, can’t keep
rowing. Crar ten ; ot have
E I:II}:.I:'Ea duln%!ﬂl:]:ur back. m!:rﬂ a debt that
cant be paid back wom't be. The defaulls have
abready starfed; soomer or laten. ke SLABS
(Shwdent-loan  Asset  Backed  Securties)
will end wp collapsing just ks mortgage.
backed securiies and credil defasdt swaps.

The result will likely bz another sinck markes
slump, another avalanche of nynifs, and the
recession goang fom bad 1o worse. And o
the unemploymenl rate for our age groep is
already 25% without those shocks, an you

magine whal will happen if 1 pets worse
{morris B011; Hagris 200112

Ghven the sheer size of the problems, the
mnpulse 0 do nolkemg is undersiandable; 1n
retreal o the world of quack distraction,
trrng o comwince ourselves that everything
= alright when ® 150, Bt IF we do nethang,
kagher adecation wil simply become more
capensive, to the pomnt that ® womt be
affordable for our own children. Do nothamg,
and the jobs siualion won'l improve, wages
wortl go e, and collage will return to what =
was in the 12005 — a place solely for the elite.

Rul if we poin iogether and fight, well be
able to accomplish things wed never have

thoeghi possble on our mwn. And the brighe
side ds, wile dorie this before’ In Hhe 156005,

ending the drafl and the Vietnam War seemed
mmpossible, but the student movemen dd =
Lowening the woling age seemed impasshle,
baut the student movement did 10 And nday,
sbadenis across the country have wen tuition
freezes and kicked out corropt universiy
presidents. If they can do 7. 5o can we!

We hiave the power 1o fight for the direchon of
American higher educabion. 1f we do nothang,
thie bubhles unll evenbually burst. The politacal
right will klame 11 {as they typically dol on the
poor and working, dass. They'll cul fending
for college even ferther, and the stuation will
be made even worse. But if we fight, we can
shmw the wnrld an dbermative and prove e
% is possible — Emgowering and accessible
adecation for all!

ihallenge the status quo. Ouganize. Beooms: a
L=ader. Demand & Student Deht pebiles. Fighe
for a Student Union. Afferdable sducstion 1s
currght - lefs make It 2 reality?

BECAUSE WHEN WE FIGHT, WE WIN.
STUDENT IHIDN POWER!

Far foatnides: mdzarianstion sHeprpaleom
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CONCLUSION

“Airzolutely Boston, Tomily Northenstern™ —NU promotional YouwTube videe

Mortheastern University and Beston. The
schonlloves o play up the fact that it bes in the
hezat of this busthing cty And why shoeldn’t
1t The oty onzes with hisiory and continues
te show & revoletionary spint. s appead is
ghobal, and students from all around the workd
me bz lears, play, and Ive in this ot And
while Tm a transplani from Los Angeles {oue
the "BEAT 14! HEAT LA!" chaml, [ will al-
ways consider Bnston a5 ome of my homes

50 1 think 115 impertant that we make our-
selves aware af whalk going on in our home
Mo matter how long we spend here, be i1 twn,
four, or five years, we cannod demy the fact
e, ol lesst for now, we age resikdents of Hos-
ten. Rostom, much ke any other city, 15 ot
perfect.

The Charles River, the Predengial Center, Fa-
newatl Hall, Cambridge.. these are the places
we are bold make up Roston. We are Wold that
we can shop along the sdewalks of Newbury
Siresl. We are bold that we can take in the
oalbare ot the Muszum of Fine Arls. And we
wre lold we can feel safe in the confimes of our
bubble bordersd by Hentangion and Colum.
bus Ave

Bt Boston 1s nob just characlenized by the
pretiy landerarks 2 marketing baam decided &
emphasize. Bosion is not just the small chunk
of lamed that has been deemed safe io venfure
Just becanse of MUTPDGE presence. And Boston
iz nof jud a eolege town buill o ulill tbe
neads of ®s studenis

Bgston &5 somethang far bgeer than the con-
fimes of Mortheastern University. Boston is a
cty, and this carmpes ket ane part.

Thiere is another Rosten, & Baston that exiss
past the Davenports and Intematicnal Village
Thiere's a Hoston thal exsis past where the ral
lines of the MBTA stop, and theres a Boston
tiat 15 not achrertised as a selamg paintof going
b Mortheastam University.

1 2 Boston that we are ol aze unsale 1o v2n-
fare mbo. Y5 2 Anston whaerne the underprivi-
leged live not far irom tke elies who mbaba
on Baacon HilL 1ts a Bostom wiere racal fen-
sions are present, and 2 Bostom facing the ef-
fizcts of urbam decay and an cogning soomomic
anisis. Thes: are tke broken parts of Boston,
ot unlike the broken parts of any other large

ofE

Nk a Baslon that we are med inkd aboest And
this Beslon is very real

As residents of this city, is il nol our business
i be awrre of these issnes?

This Dis-Cuientalion Cesde serves a5 a re-
mandier of the msues kst we are nol mads
aware of. Bsues thal we, even as lemporary
Rostontars, should care aboul. This pesde 15
JeET oppoTtenaty to s22 3 Aostom very differ-
et [Tom b ones that we Bave baen sold mm. It
B your epporiunity be see this Beslon and act
o make adifference.

Recwese Bosinns ssues are Mortheaderm's b,
I we tmaly are a campus that = “Ahsolutey
Buosion, Tolaly Mortbeastern”, we meast act like
i ur very presence m Bosion has an impact
on this cry, azd it 15 up 10 = 10 maks that im-

pact 3 peailive one

We nead 1o live up 1o the restident status that
we all enjoy here. Adter all, the citizezs of Bos-
fon let us bearn, play, and live bere. Being here
thes mezzs being a part of the greater Hosiom
community.

Leving here means acting like this s your
bome.

When [ think of geing hack home, | think of
kowr I'm godng 1o improve # when 1 get back.
Wi until then, Boston 1s my bome. And I'm
ok pest ging o sk here, pet my depree. and
act like 1 don't Ive in this iy
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Check Ggl;;‘;? justice Groups!

Boston Scholar Research Collaborate

Boston Students for a Democratic Society (Boston 5006)
Engineers Without Berders (EWB)

Ferninist Student Organization (F0¥)

Greneration Citizen

GlobeMed

Health Disparities Student Collaborative (HDSC)
Husky Energy Action Team (HEAT)

Interarsity

Irvvisible Children

Latin Ametican Student Organization (LASO)

Net Impact

Mertheastern University Students for & Democratic Society (KU 5D5)

Mortheastern University Teaching English Language and Literacy Skills
(NUTELLS)

Mertheastern University Viegetarians United (MUWVLT
MU Pride (Formerly NUBiLaGA)

HUSTAND (Anti-Genocide Group)

Peace Through Play

Progressive Mudent Alliance (PSA)

Slow Food Northeastern

Students for Choice

AStudents for [ustice in Palestine {S[F}

Youth Action Africa {YAA)
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Check out hesestice Groups!

Social Ju

Boston Scholar Research Collaborate

Boston Students for a Democratic Society (Boston 306}
Engineers Without Borders (EWB)

Feminist Student Organization (FSO)

Generation Citizen

Globehied

Health Disparities Student Collaborative (HDEC)
Husky Energy Action Team (HEAT)

InterVarsity

Invisible Children

Latin American Student Organization (LASO)

Met Impact

Mortheastern University Students for & Democratic Society (KU 5D5)

Northeastern University Teaching English Language and Literacy Skills
(MUTELLS)

Moertheastern University Vegetarians United (NUVL
NU Pride (Formerly NUBiLaGA)

NUSTAND [ Anti-Genocide Group)

Peace Through Play

Progressive Mudent Alliance (F5A)

Slow Food Northeastern

Students for Choice

Students for Justice in Palestine {S]F)

Youth Action Africa (YAA)
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Diisclaimer

This unofficial guide was created by a diverse
group of shedents with o wide range of
experiences and opinions. This guide was not
samciioved Iy any member of the Northeastern
University administrtion or facuity, amd is not
the product of any oficial student group. The
wiews and opinions do nof Recessarily represent
the opinions of the individuals involved but are
mieant fa foster diloge and encourage students
te creatively address ssues in teir compnnity.



